25 DIRECT ACTIONS TO REDUCE CO2 FROM TRANSPORT IN THE GREATER BRISTOL AREA THROUGH REDUCING TRAFFIC AND ENCOURAGING WALKING AND CYCLING IN ORDER THAT BRISTOL CAN LEAD THE WAY IN RESPONDING TO THIS CHALLENGE OF OUR TIMES AND STAKE A CLAIM TO BE THE GREEN CAPITAL OF THE UK
A
MEASURES TO MAKE LOCAL PLACES MORE ATTRACTIVE SO AS TO REDUCE THE DESIRE TO TRAVEL TO FURTHER DESTINATIONS

1 Introduce 20 mph speed limit through all the built up areas:  this will reduce the hazard from vehicles, make walking and cycling more attractive, and urban spaces to become more of a focus for public life (good examples are in Portsmouth and Hull).

2 Adopt flexible use of selected roads so as to create real attractions within the local area eg close the Portway each Sunday, so that the way through under the Suspension Bridge becomes an attraction, not a throughway.   Close the Circular Road and Ladies Mile on the Downs at weekends to create an extraordinary open and car-free space in the City.

3 Close streets in public areas to traffic eg Tyndall Avenue and Queen's Road.

4 Ease the procedure for street closures for street parties in the anticipation that most streets are encouraged to be car-free one weekend a year.   Bristol is proud to have “Streets Alive”, the world’s leading organisation.

B
MEASURES TO ENCOURAGE MORE JOURNEYS BY BIKE AND FOOT


5 Create more key radial routes which have the potential for carrying the same numbers of users as the popular Bristol and Bath Railway Path.   Almost no real continuous cycle routes have been built now since 1985, when Sustrans completed the Bristol Railway Path.   Make a traffic-free route from Keynsham to Bristol and make a traffic-free link from Keynsham to join the Railway Path to Bath.       Complete a traffic-free route from Yate to Mangotsfield.   Bring forward a Nailsea, Long Ashton and Bristol route and continue to Clevedon and Yatton.

6 Focus good routes on Temple Meads and Parkway Stations including a route from Totterdown to the City Centre via a floating bridge under Temple Meads.

7 Appoint a Bike It team to cover all schools in the area.   These have the potential to increase cycling fourfold.

8 Tackle some high profile walking routes to give a real impetus to this mode eg Clifton Suspension Bridge to Brandon Hill and the City Centre which requires a bridge over Jacobs Wells Road.

9 Install raised pavement crossings at all side road junctions to give priority to pedestrians.

10 All new housing to have bike storage and retro-fit existing.

11 Close streets to through-traffic and make two-way cycling on all one-way streets to give shorter cycling journeys.   (This is NOW a legal requirement in the Greater Brussels area, for example.)   The objective is to give pedestrians and cyclists an advantage over other matters.

C
MEASURES TO REDUCE THE JOURNEYS GENERATED BY NEW DEVELOPMENTS.

12 Require new housing to demonstrate that its residents will travel less than they did before by setting up and maintaining car-share schemes in all new developments.

13 Require new developments to create walking and cycling routes beyond their boundary to reach schools and local destinations.
14 Require all new business and institutions to demonstrate how they will reduce travel compared with before eg by locating so as to minimise travel.

15 Businesses to build “hot-desk offices” in the suburbs so that staff may only need to travel for 2 or 3 days a week.   Otherwise they work at home, or at the hot-desk office which may be treated as a community resource, open to all and managed by local people.

D
MEASURES TO REDUCE TRAVEL BY VEHICLES OF EXISTING BUSINESSES ETC
16 Look to the University and hospitals, as backers, to bring forward initiatives.

17 Require all employers to reduce the travel of their staff by 10% a year.   Their achievement or otherwise could be reflected in the rates paid to the Council so that the measure had real incentive whilst being fiscally neutral.

18 Charge all work-place parking in order to reduce vehicles coming into the urban area (and encourage higher occupancy).   Funds so generated to be used for walking and cycling infrastructure.

E
MEASURES TO ENCOURAGE CHANGE

19 City wide TravelSmart programmes which has a proven ability to reduce driving by 10% and more.

20 Reduce road capacity so as to leave less space for cars, not more.

21 Enter into contracts with householders who give up car ownership to gain benefits, particularly in footway build-outs to create public open spaces, or fiscal rewards, or membership and car clubs.

F
IMPROVE ACCESSIBILITY

22 Have urban area-wide Safe Routes to Schools projects and back up with Bike It to reinforce with the aim of increasing cycling to and from schools four-fold.

23 Make new ways to and through all parks so that the usual way to travel for recreation is walking and cycling.   Reduce car-park sizes.

24 Acquire Dundry Hills for the City and make them into a locally accessible Forest Parkland with wonderful views of the area.

G
AND

25 And put 60 mph speed limit on all motorways through the area in order to massively reduce CO2 from motorway traffic.

The sum total of these measures and others not listed here,  eg reduction in vehicle sizes, priority for buses and low fares, freight miles and stabilising then reducing flights from Bristol Airport, will have the effect of reducing traffic and reducing CO2 from traffic and, as a result, allow Bristol to become the Green Capital of the UK.
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