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Abstract

This dissertation reveals gender relations in a rural area of Bangladesh. Gender relations are not comprehensively well understood in the local context, although they vary according to socio-economic and cultural changes. In 2010, focus group interviews were conducted with 67 microcredit borrowers of the Grameen Bank. Yes/no questions and open-ended discussions were undertaken to explore the five dimensions of gender relations: economic decision-making, domestic violence, family planning, attitudes and education and marriage for children. The yes/no questions produced quantitative data whereas open-ended discussions generated qualitative findings. Quantitative data shows that there was gender equality regarding all the five dimensions in the participants’ households. This result can be attributed to socio-economic and cultural factors such as the impacts of the microcredit programme, other development projects and the media. However, some qualitative findings revealed that gender inequality existed with regard to domestic violence. Some of the participants reported their experiences of non-physical forms of violence including verbal abuse.
Therefore, this study suggests locally contextualised interventions in the two main causes of domestic violence: poverty and social norms. First, microcredit programmes are upheld to address poverty. However, they have the side-effect to sometimes provoke domestic violence by undermining men’s authority in the household while empowering women. Second, community-based projects are considered as an effective way of tackling the social norms, which tolerate domestic violence, from a bottom-up approach. 
This study suggests implementing community-based projects, which address the social norms, alongside with microcredit programmes. This mixed approach cannot only address the two main causes of domestic violence effectively and efficiently, but also mitigate the side-effect of microcredit programmes by changing men’s perception on their wives. This paper underlines the importance of understanding that gender issues are significantly interrelated to socio-economic and cultural factors and other development issues such as poverty in order to draw locally contextualised policies. This is an important point to be more explicitly recognised by international development agencies to make a more significant contribution in Bangladesh through more locally sensitive approaches. This can be helped by working more closely with local NGOs which address gender issues at the grass-root level. 
