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We need to break the silence!

“We have to repent in this generation 

not merely for the vitriolic words and 

actions of the bad people, but the 

appalling silence of the good people.”

Martin Luther King, 

Letter from Birmingham Jail
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Failures of responsibility

Article in New York Times claimed that 38 

witnesses saw or heard the attack, but none of 

them called the police or came to her aid.

Pluralistic ignorance: “No-one’s intervening; 

Maybe it’s not an emergency?”

Diffusion of responsibility: “Someone else 

will do something”



Co-pilots: 20% of all airplane accidents may be preventable by optimising the 

monitoring and challenging of captain errors by the first officer



Disobedience helps those in authority
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Experimenter protocol

1. Please continue.

2. The experiment requires that you continue.

3. It is absolutely essential that you continue.

4. You have no other choice, you must go on.

65% of participants administered a 450-volt shock

All participants administered a 300-volt shock







We are in a state of emergency
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Keeling curve

2018

CO2 emissions increase 
by 2.7%
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"When we are talking about 

climate we are talking about 

ourselves. We are conducting a 

vast experiment on the only 

system that supports our 

existence."

Mary Creagh, Chair of the 

Environmental Audit Committee 



1957

First continuous 

monitoring of CO2 levels 

in atmosphere

US oceanographers warn 

that humanity is 

conducting a “large-scale 

geophysical experiment” 

on the planet 





Disobedience in Milgram’s experiments 

When a confederate teacher complied fully: 37/40 participants went to 450V

When 2 confederate teachers refused to comply: 4/40 participants continued



Civil disobedience

“Protest beyond the law 

is not a departure from 

democracy; it is 

absolutely essential to it.”

― Henry David Thoreau,

Civil Disobedience

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/40809986






School strike!



‘There is another, and perhaps even more important reason, for the practice of 

civil disobedience in this time of utmost peril. There is a very widespread 

feeling that the individual is impotent against governments, and that, however 

bad their policies may be, there is nothing effective that private people can do 

about it. This is a complete mistake. If all those who disapprove of 

government policy were to join in massive demonstrations of civil 

disobedience, they could render governmental folly impossible and compel 

the so-called statesmen to acquiesce in measures that would make human 

survival possible. Such a vast movement, inspired by outraged public opinion, 

is possible; perhaps it is imminent. If you join it, you will be doing something 

important to preserve your family, friends, compatriots, and the world.’





“Make me do it”
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Learning Rebellion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srFdm0gk6Yo





