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Locating Post-16 Learners in NPD

• What/ where they study
o School Census 2001/02-

• Census Learning Aims 2006/07-

• Post-16 Learning Aims (PLAMS) 2006/07- (Census learning aims 
matched to subsequent attainment data)

o Individualised Learner Record 2000/01-

o Local authority Alternative Provision Census 2007/08-

• In employment/ NEET
o National Client Caseload Information System (NCCIS) 2010/11-

• What they achieve
o Key Stage 5 Performance Tables (level 3 awards)

o Key Stage 4 Performance Tables (level 2 awards for 17 year olds)

o ILR (for apprenticeships and some vocational awards)

o Awarding body data (more complete coverage than Performance Tables)



Locating Post-16 Learners in NPD

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/soci

al-and-ethnic-inequalities-in-post-16-choices

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/social-and-ethnic-inequalities-in-post-16-choices
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Initial Programme of Post-16 Study
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% learners attending school VI forms by MSOA
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Key Activity Datasets

School

Census

Enrolments in state schools (including special 

schools) and PRUs

ILR Registrations in sixth form colleges, FE colleges, 

specialist colleges and private training providers. 

Includes apprenticeships and traineeships

NCCIS Activities of 16 and 17 year olds recorded by 

local authorities around 1 November. Particularly 

useful for NEET/ employment etc. Until 2014/15 

included activities for 16-19 year olds.



Key Census Fields

OnRoll Identifies pupils who were on roll in a census 

(once per term) or who were off roll (leavers 

since previous census)

EnrolStatus Current/ Main/ Subsidiary/ Guest

StartDate Date joined the school (nb: affected by changes 

to MIS)

EndDate Date left the school

LAEstab School identifier



Key ILR Fields

A_active/ 

p_active

Identifies learning aims that were active during 

the academic year for funding purposes 

(p_active relates to apprenticeship 

programmes that were active)

A27/ 

LearnStartDate

Start date of learning aim

A31/ 

LearnActEndDat

e

End date of learning aim (will be blank if 

continuing)

A34/

CompStatus

Completion Status

UKPRN Institution identifier

Generally, inferring enrolment in FE on a given date involves 

working with learners’ learning aims data



What are learners studying?

• Both ILR and School Census collect learning aims
o Not available for special schools or alternative provision

• Qualification Accreditation Numbers (QANs)
o A09/LearnAimRef in ILR

o QAN in PLAMS

• Start/ end dates

• Completion Status
o A34/CompStatus in ILR

o LearningCompletionStatus in PLAMS



Qualification Reference Data

• Sources of additional information about QANs including:
o NQF level

o Type of qualification (e.g. GCSE, A-level, BTEC etc.)

o Subject

o Guided learning hours

o Awarding Organisation

• Ofqual Register of Regulated Qualifications

• DfE QAN web services

• ILR learning aims database



Ofqual register



DfE QAN Web Services



Learning Aims Reference Service (LARS)



Post-16 Achievements

• Census learning aims have been matched to awarding 

body/ Performance Tables data
o There will be additional awards for which there are no learning aims 

recorded (i.e. missing learning aims)

• Not aware that ILR aims have been similarly matched
o ILR also contains apprenticeship achievements and awards out-of-

scope for awarding body data

• Achievement data for learners in independent schools 

who enter qualifications

• Coverage of qualifications in Performance Tables data 

affected by accountability changes



Effects of accountability changes



% achieving level 2 by 16/ 19
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Impact of Wolf Reforms on KS4 results


