
Research Paper of the Year in Palliative Medicine 

care with the publica-

tion in early 2016 of 

an edited book, Care 

at the End of Life: An 

Economic Perspective, 

containing contribu-

tions from leading re-
searchers in this area.  
 

Jeff Round’s paper Esti-

mating the cost of car-

ing for people with can-

cer at the end of life: A 

modelling study was 

awarded ‘Research 

Paper of the Year’ in 
Palliative Medicine 

(29;10: 899-907) in 

June 2016. Jeff joined 

the Health Economics 

Bristol group in Dec  

2015 from University 

College London.  
 

Using a modelling 

based approach, the 
work tried to capture 

the costs to the NHS 

and society of caring 

for people during the 

terminal phase of ill-

ness. Of interest was 

the high proportion of 

costs borne by infor-

mal caregivers. The 
results were also no-

table for the degree of 

uncertainty in the da-

ta, arising from lack of 

data on people at the 

end of life and the 

challenges of defining 

the end of life period. 

Jeff has further con-

tributed to the eco-

nomics of end of life 
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Student Health Sciences Research journal 

scratch in order to 

provide a platform for 

publication of student 

project results, as well 

as to have direct ex-

perience of academic 

peer review.  
 

The first issue of the 

journal is available 

online.  

The INSPIRE Student 

Health Sciences Re-

search Journal is pro-

duced by a team of 

student editors from 

Bristol, Exeter, Plym-

outh and Cardiff and 

plays a key part of a 

collaborative project 

under the national IN-

SPIRE scheme funded 

by the Wellcome 

Trust and adminis-

tered by the Academy 

of Medical Sciences. 
 

The scheme aims to 

encourage student 

doctors, dentists and 

vets to consider a ca-

reer in research, and 

encourages publica-

tion of their work. 

Since the scheme be-

gan in 2013 the south-

west INSPIRE partner-

ship has supported 

more than 70 vacation 

studentships as well as 

prize awards. Togeth-

er with local matched 

funding, this has ena-

bled students to un-

dertake research pro-

jects under the super-

vision of senior scien-

tists and clinicians. 

Following a competi-

tion in 2015, a team of 

seven senior editors 

came together to set 

up the journal from 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/jeff-a-round/index.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4669033/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4669033/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4669033/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4669033/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4669033/
mailto:%20cancer-research@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:%20cancer-research@bristol.ac.uk
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medical-school/whybristol/inspire/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/medical-school/whybristol/inspire/
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8th Annual 'Research, Audit & Quality Improvement' Day 

18 November 2016, 9.00 - 17.00. Engineers' House, Clifton 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Publishing and Editing 

23 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Natasha Bray (Associate Editor, Nature 

Reviews), E29 Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Annual Scientific Meeting of the Integrative Cancer Epidemiology Pro-

gramme 

23 November 2016, 9:00 - 12:30. Oakfield House 

 

Elizabeth Blackwell Institute Biomedical and Health Research Industry Day 

24 November 2016, 9.00 - 16.00. Wills Memorial Building 

 

Cabot Institute Annual Lecture 2016: Ideas to change the world 

25 November 2016, 18.00 - 19.45. Prof Tom Scott (Transforming our ener-

gy), Dr Eric Morgan (Resilient and sustainable livestock), Prof Keri Facer 

(Connected Communities), Great Hall, Wills Memorial Building 

 

Modulation of alternative splicing as a novel therapeutic avenue in cancer 

29 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Dr Sebastian Oltean (UoB), C42 Bio-

medical Sciences Building 

 

University Hospitals Bristol Research Showcase 

30 November 2016, 9.30 - 15.30. Lecture Theatre 1, UH Bristol Education 

and Research Centre 

 

Careers Beyond Biomedical Research: Clinical Research 

30 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Jason Parker (Senior Director of Tech-

nology, Quintiles) and Louise Peverley (Clinical Research Associate, PPD 

Winchester), E29 Biomedical Sciences Building 

 

Statistics Clinic - 30 November 2016 

30 November 2016, 14.00 - 15.30. SM3 Mathematics 

 

Bristol Conversations in Education - Using computers to teach statistics to 

reluctant researchers 

30 November 2016, 13.00 - 14.00. Prof William Browne, room 4.10, 35 

Berkeley Square  

 

Early Career Researchers' event / Annual Symposium and Stephen Frankel 

Lecture 2016: hosted by Population Health From top: Natasha Bray, Keri 

Facer, Sebastian Oltean, Louise 

Peverley 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/8th-annual-research-audit--quality-improvement-day.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-publishing-and-editing.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/icep-annual-scientific-meeting-tickets-28690518112
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/icep-annual-scientific-meeting-tickets-28690518112
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/ebi-biomedical-and-health-research-industry-day.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/annual-lecture-2016-ideas-to-change-the-world.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/modulation-of-alternative-splicing.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/university-hospitals-bristol-research-showcase.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/careers-beyond-biomedical-research-clinical-research.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/statistics-clinic---30-nov.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/using-computers-to-teach-statistics-to-reluctant-researchers.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/using-computers-to-teach-statistics-to-reluctant-researchers.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/ecrsymposiumstephen-frankel-lecture-2016.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/ecrsymposiumstephen-frankel-lecture-2016.html


1 December 2016, 8.45 - 18.30. Engineers' House, Clifton Down 

 

Vascular Biology: Past, present and future 

2 December 2016, 9.00 - 18.00. Wills Hall 

 

Chemical Pharmacology of Protein Conjugates and Natural Products 

5 December 2016, 10.00 - 11.00. Dr Gonçalo Bernardes (University of 

Cambridge), LT3 Chemistry Building 

 

GW4 Cancer Immunology at Christmas 

5 December 2016, 16.30 - 18.30. Approved by the Royal Society of Biology, 

may be counted as 3 CPD credits. Dr Alan Parker (Cancer and Genetics, 

Cardiff University): How to train your oncolytic adenovirus; Prof Richard 

Vile (Mayo Clinic): Development of experimental cancer therapies based on 

stimulating antitumor immune responses. Sponsored by the British Society for 

Immunology and Cardiff University Division of Cancer and Genetics. 

 

Statistics Clinic - 14 December 2016 

14 December 2016, 14.00 - 15.30. SM3 Mathematics 

 

Cancer Research UK Early Diagnosis Research Conference 

23 February 2017, 9.30 - 17.30. Radisson Blu Portman Hotel, London 

 

Excellence in Medicine Day 

24 February 2017, 10.00 - 16.30. Wills Memorial Hall 

 

Third International Symposium on Immunotherapy 

12 May 2017, 9.00 - 17.00. The Royal Society, London 
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From top: Dr Gonçalo  

Bernardes, Dr Alan Parker, 

Prof Ricjhard Vile 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/festschrift-prof-andrew-newby.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/chemical-pharmacology-of-protein-conjugates-and-natural-products.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2016/statistics-clinic---14-dec.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2017/-cancer-research-uk-early-diagnosis-research-conference.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2017/excellence-in-medicine-day.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/events/2017/international-symposium-on-immunotherapy.html


NEWS 

What was really astonishing was 

when the cell nutrients were intro-

duced, the synthetic polymer was 

completely expelled from the 3D 

structure, leaving only the stem 

cells and the natural seaweed pol-

ymer. This, in turn, created micro-

scopic pores in the structure, which 

provided more effective nutrient 

access for the stem cells. 
 

Armstrong JP et al. (2016). 3D 

Bioprinting Using a Templated 

Porous Bioink. Advanced 

Healthcare Materials. Published 

online 22 June 2016. 

A new stem cell-containing 

bio-ink allows 3D printing of 

living tissue. The ink contains 

two different polymer compo-

nents: a natural polymer ex-

tracted from seaweed, and a 

sacrificial synthetic polymer 

used in the medical industry. 

The latter causes the bio-ink 

to change from liquid to solid 

when under raised tempera-

tures; the former provides 

structural support when cell 

nutrients are introduced.  
 

Lead researcher Dr Adam Per-

riman explained the challenges 

in designing the bio-ink, which 

went through several itera-

tions before being finalised:  
 

You need a material that is print-

able, strong enough to maintain 

its shape when immersed in nutri-

ents, and that is not harmful to 

the cells. The special bio-ink for-

mulation was extruded from a 

retrofitted benchtop 3D printer, 

as a liquid that transformed to a 

gel at 37°C, which allowed con-

struction of complex living 3D ar-

chitectures. 
 

The team were able to differ-

entiate the stem cells into oste-

oblasts and chondrocytes to 

engineer 3D printed tissue 

structures over five weeks, in-

cluding a full-size tracheal carti-

lage ring.   
 

Bio-ink for 3D Printing with Stem Cells 
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signed.  The rate of cancer pro-

gression and spread was re-

duced by more than half in men 

in the surgery and radiotherapy 

groups, compared with active 

monitoring; cancer progression 

occurred in one in five in the 

active monitoring group, as op-

posed to less than one in 10 in 

the surgery and radiotherapy 

groups. However, surgery and 

radiotherapy caused unpleasant 

side-effects, particularly in the 

first year after treatment.  

 

More info... 

The largest UK trial of treat-

ment for prostate cancer, Pro-

tecT has ascertained that ac-

tive monitoring is as effective 

as surgery and radiotherapy 

for the disease, in terms of 

survival at 10 years. Results 

show that all three treatments 

result in similar, and very low, 

rates of death from prostate 

cancer. Surgery and radiother-

apy reduce the risk of cancer 

progression over time com-

pared with active monitoring, 

but cause more unpleasant 

side-effects. This is the first 

trial to evaluate the effective-

ness, cost-effectiveness and ac-

ceptability of three major treat-

ment options: active monitor-

ing, surgery (radical prostatec-

tomy) and radiotherapy for 

men with localised prostate 

cancer. 

 

The team measured mortality 

rates at 10 years, cancer pro-

gression and spread, and the 

impact of treatments reported 

by men. They found that surviv-

al from localised prostate can-

cer was extremely high, at ap-

proximately 99 per cent, irre-

spective of the treatment as-

ProtecT publishes first results 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/adhm.201600022/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/adhm.201600022/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/adhm.201600022/abstract
http://www.bris.ac.uk/chemistry/people/adam-w-perriman/
http://www.bris.ac.uk/chemistry/people/adam-w-perriman/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2016/september/prostate-cancer-treatment.html
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levels of this receptor 

enable the primed im-

mune cell to sense the 

damage signals that 

entice them towards a 

wound during inflam-

mation.  Without this 

priming, the cells are 

blind. 

Understanding how 

one signal (in this case 

a dying cell) can influ-

ence the ability of an 

immune cell to re-

spond to a subsequent 

signal is a major step 

towards finding novel 

ways to clinically ma-

nipulate immune cells 

away from sites of the 

body where they are 

Whilst an inflammato-

ry response is benefi-

cial for human health, 

many human diseases 

(including atheroscele-

rosis, cancer and ar-

thritis) are caused or 

aggravated by an over-

zealous immune re-

sponse. A greater un-

derstanding of what 

activates the immune 

response will help de-

sign novel therapies to 

treat these inflamma-

tory disorders. 
 

A study lead by Dr 

Helen Weavers  found 

that immune cells 

must first become ac-

tivated by eating a dy-

ing neighbouring cell 

before they are able 

to respond to wounds 

or infection. In this 

way, immune cells 

build a molecular 

memory of this meal, 

which shapes their 

inflammatory behav-

iour. The team dis-

sected the mechanism 

by which the memory 

is generated and found 

that ingestion of the 

dying cell activates sig-

nalling via a calcium 

flash, which leads to 

an increase in the 

amount of damage re-

ceptor Draper. High 

Immune cells remember first meal 

velopment of new, 

ground-breaking treat-

ments, diagnostics, 

prevention and care 

for patients in a wide 

range of diseases like 

cancer and dementia. 

University Hospitals 

Bristol NHS Founda-

tion Trust, in partner-

ship with the Universi-

ty of Bristol, has been 

awarded £21.8M over 

five years by the Na-

tional Institute for 

Health Research 

(NIHR) to fund cutting

-edge research. The 

Biomedical Research 

Centre (BRC) will 

come into being in 

April 2017 and will 

allow the two existing 

Biomedical Research 

Units (BRUs) to con-

tinue the world class 

research they have 

been carrying out in 

the areas of Cardio-

vascular Disease and 

Nutrition, Diet and 

Lifestyle.  Alongside 

this UH Bristol have 

been funded in three 

new themes – Surgical 

Innovation, Mental 

Health and Perinatal 

and Reproductive 

Medicine.  The part-

nership is one of 20 

NHS and university 

partnerships across 

England to have been 

awarded funding; each 

BRC will host the de-

NIHR Biomedical Research success 

causing the most dam-

age. 
 

Weavers H et al. 

(2016). Corpse Engulf-

ment Generates a Mo-

lecular Memory that 

Primes the Macro-

phage Inflammatory 

Response. Cell. 165(7), 

pp1658-1671 

http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/persons/helen-weavers(8f409a88-1827-4e5a-ba59-926763a402c5).html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0092867416304949
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0092867416304949
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0092867416304949
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0092867416304949
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0092867416304949
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0092867416304949


Health Research Strategy Committee 

livery by the Faculties 

and Schools with sup-

port from the Re-

search and Enterprise 

Development team. 

Professor Iredale, Pro 

Vice-Chancellor for 

Health, has created a 

new Health Research 

Strategy Committee 

with broad member-

ship across the Facul-

ties of Health and Bio-

medical Sciences in-

cluding Deans, Faculty 

Research Directors, 

Heads of Schools and 

the Elizabeth Blackwell 

Institute. The commit-

tee will be chaired by 

the new Director of 

Research for Health, 

Professor Jeremy 

Tavaré (pictured 

right). The Committee 

will debate and devel-

op a unified health re-

search and innovation 

strategy across the 

two faculties and take 

an overview of its de-

NIHR Doctoral Research Fellowship 

Within a Cohort' or 

'TWIC' design and will 

include embedded 

qualitative interviews 

with participants to 

explore their experi-

ences of participating 

in the trial. 

An NIHR Doctoral 

Research Fellowship 

has been awarded Dr 

Anna Bibby (pictured 

left) with Profs Nick 

Maskell and Rachael 

Gooberman-Hill as co

-supervisors. The 

amount of £418,414 

will go towards Treat-

ing mesothelioma with 

Intra-pleuraLbacterial 

immunoTherapy (the 

TILT Trial): A feasibility 

study using the 'Trial 

within a Cohort' meth-

odology. The study will 

explore intra-pleural 

immunotherapy using 

the streptococcal 

preparation OK-432 

in patients with meso-

thelioma; it will use an 

innovative and highly 

pragmatic methodolo-

gy called the 'Trial 
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A Picture of Health - illustrate your research 

Researchers across 

UoB are invited to 

share images of their 

health research in-

spired by a series of 

six themes: growing 

up and growing older; 

conflict; care and car-

ing; consumption; 

green; wellbeing. The 

best images will be 

displayed in weekly 

themed collages on 

Picture of Health from 

Jan 2017. Free 1hr 

workshops on 

Smartphone Photog-

raphy will be held on 

3 and 8 Nov 2016, 

12:00-13:00.  Deadline 

for submissions is 2 

December 2016. 

High Blood  

Pressure Study 

Requires  

Volunteers in 

the 35-60 year  

age range 
 

What is this study? 

This is a study inves-

tigating whether 

brain blood flow  

autoregulation is  

preserved in hyper-

tension. The study 

involves ~1 hour of 

screening at CRiC 

Bristol and ~2 hours 

on a Thursday  

afternoon at the 

Bristol Heart  

Institute for an MRI 

scan of the head and 

chest during lower 

body negative  

pressure. 

  

Contact? 

If you are think you 

might be eligible, 

please contact San-

dra Neumann  

(t: 0117 342 1503) 

for more  

information. 

http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/persons/jeremy-m-tavare(5cf31d80-bb5d-4257-b5fd-4bb0eb958c9c).html
http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/persons/jeremy-m-tavare(5cf31d80-bb5d-4257-b5fd-4bb0eb958c9c).html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/anna-c-bibby/index.html
https://apictureofhealth-project.com/
https://apictureofhealth-project.com/photography-workshops/
mailto:Sandra.Neumann@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:Sandra.Neumann@bristol.ac.uk


Society of Endocrinology Early Career grant 

proteomics and flow 

cytometry cell cycle 

analysis to determine 

whether this key 

'player' is ARID1a, a 

chromatin remodelling 

complex protein com-

monly mutated in a 

variety of cancer 

types, shown to regu-

late cell cycle arrest, 

and reported to di-

rectly interact with 

GR and P53. 

Awarded to Dr Felici-

ty Stubbs (pictured 

right), this £10,000 

early career grant will 

go towards The role of 

glucocorticoids on P53 

dependent cell-cycle 

control. Synthetic glu-

cocorticoids are wide-

ly used clinically due 

to their potent anti-

inflammatory proper-

ties. Glucocorticoids 

are known to pro-

mote cell cycle arrest 

through the P53 path-

way. However there 

have been suggestions 

of another essential 

key ‘player’ which 

could mediate this 

mechanism by directly 

interacting with the 

glucocorticoid recep-

tor (GR) and P53. The 

team will be perform-

ing co-immune-

precipitation studies, 

ICEP at IACR 
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delian randomization 

using summary data 

and on the final day, 

Prof George Davey 

Smith discussed causal-

ity and chance in the 

origins of cancer.  

Thirteen members of 

the Integrative Cancer 

Epidemiology Pro-

gramme (ICEP) at-

tended the Interna-

tional Agency for Re-

search on Cancer 

(IARC) conference 

held 8-10 June 2016 in 

Lyon. Topics ranged 

from the global bur-

den of cancer; chal-

lenges in primary pre-

vention; the roles of 

tobacco, alcohol, nu-

trition, obesity and 

exercise in cancer; 

DNA damage, repair 

and mutagenesis; at-

tributable risks; and 

genetics and epige-

nomics.  
 

Of those attending, 

Caroline Bull, Dr Re-

becca Richmond, Dr 

Vanessa Tan and Ryan 

Langdon had posters 

illustrating their work 

on lipids, epigenetics, 

recall by genotype 

analyses and an auto-

mated pipeline for 

harmonising data of 

the hypothesised risk 

factors for cancer. Dr 

Sarah Lewis presented 

within the Mechanisms 

of Carcinogen Evalua-

tion session on linking 

diet, nutrition and physi-

cal activity to cancer: a 

systematic review 

framework for integrat-

ing evidence from hu-

man, animal and other 

mechanistic studies. 

Within the Bioinfor-

matics session, Dr 

Kaitlin Wade show-

cased MR-Base: an 

online platform for Men-

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/felicity-e-stubbs/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/felicity-e-stubbs/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/george-davey-smith/overview.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/george-davey-smith/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/mgl-epidemiology/students/caroline-bull/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/rebecca-c-richmond/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/rebecca-c-richmond/index.html
http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/vanessa-v-tan/overview.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/projects/icep/phd/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/projects/icep/phd/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/sarah-j-lewis/index.html
http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/persons/kaitlin-h-wade(e0c3b266-f309-442c-bb07-0e305b1f49b9).html


Cancer Research UK lab tours June 2016 

rotated around four 

work stations to see 

and interact with the 

research in the labora-

tories: 
 

 How do we capture 

migrating cancer 

cells and investigate 

them in the lab? 

 Measuring bi-

omarkers: Pipetting 

challenge! 

 Visualising cancer 

using imaging tech-

niques 

 Lab techniques for 

protein analysis: un-

derstanding the 

building blocks of 

cancer 

Cancer Research UK 

fundraisers and sup-

porters visited the 

Learning and Research 

building at Southmead 

Hospital in June to 

explore the laborato-

ries investigating can-

cer. The visitors were 

welcomed by Alexa 

Bishop (CRUK’s Re-

search Engagement 

Manager) who intro-

duced the event and 

explained how fund-

raisers’ money was 

used to support the 

research carried out 

and introduced the 

Integrative Cancer 

Epidemiology Pro-

gramme (ICEP). Prof 

Jeff Holly and Dr 

Claire Perks then pre-

sented on how cancer 

occurs, develops and 

interacts in the body. 

Images, videos and 

slides were used to 

help explain to the 

public what research 

is being carried out in 

the labs and how this 

new knowledge can be 

used to help under-

stand and prevent can-

cer. 
 

This led onto the lab 

tours where the public 

were split up into four 

groups wearing colour

-coded lab coats and 

EBI / Wellcome Trust Fellowship Success 

Unit and the CRUK 

Integrative Cancer 

Epidemiology Pro-

gramme under super-

visors Profs Richard 

Martin and Steve 

Thomas, Dr Nic 

Timpson & Dr Paul 

Brennan from the In-

ternational Agency for 

Research on Cancer 

(Lyon). As well as for-

mal training in epide-

miology, the award 

will allow Tom to at-

tend international 

courses and confer-

ences, and spend time 

at the IARC in Lyon. 

Tom Dudding of the 

School of Oral and 

Dental Sciences has 

been awarded a pres-

tigious Wellcome 

Trust Clinical Re-

search Training Fel-

lowship for Reassessing 

the association between 

vitamin D and head & 

neck cancer risk and 

progression. 
 

These Fellowships al-

low clinicians the op-

portunity to under-

take funded full-time 

PhD research, with 

structured training 

and mentorship, while 

maintaining their clini-

cal practice 
 

Tom’s research will 

use innovative epide-

miological techniques 

to clarify the recently 

identified link between 

vitamin D and risk and 

progression of head & 

neck cancer, and to 

identify intermediates 

that have the potential 

to be future therapeu-

tic targets. He will be 

working with the 

MRC Integra-

tive Epidemiology 
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http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/projects/icep/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/people/person/jeffrey-m-holly/overview.html
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https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/richard-m-martin/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi67vu6kp7QAhWKuRQKHVg7A6EQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHzpG7Q-vG_w6f4QkXacc5vlTN_Vg
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/dental/people/steve-j-thomas/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiTjeLdkp7QAhWmJ8AKHTa0DzgQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNESpB-jjsvitiYJ5LZAe5ahX29YOQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/dental/people/steve-j-thomas/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiTjeLdkp7QAhWmJ8AKHTa0DzgQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNESpB-jjsvitiYJ5LZAe5ahX29YOQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/101602/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjY_drtkp7QAhWsBcAKHazUDz0QFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNGmYM2SGIDLx83gZ6VtSA4zpAI7aQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/101602/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjY_drtkp7QAhWsBcAKHazUDz0QFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNGmYM2SGIDLx83gZ6VtSA4zpAI7aQ
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/integrative-epidemiology/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/integrative-epidemiology/


Double honours for Zoe Winters 

awards for prostate 

cancer research and 

breast cancer re-

search. The expert 

reviewers will evaluate 

the nominations and 

suggest Prize winner

(s) to the Board of the 

Research Foundation, 

as a basis for the deci-

sion by the Board. 

 

 

Breast cancer Con-

sultant Surgeon Zoe 

Winters has been for-

mally appointed to the 

Board of Directors at 

the International Soci-

ety for Quality of Life 

Research (ISOQOL). 

This is a great honour 

and endorsement of 

Zoe's work in the field 

and internationally. 

 

Zoe has also been 

nominated to the 

medical selection 

committee for the 

Foundation for the 

Nordic Prize in Medi-

cine due to her exper-

tise in breast cancer 

research. This annual 

prize, which comes 

with SEK 1M (approx. 

£100k), will this year 

be split between 
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Award to study brain tumour biology 

ble collaboration with 

colleagues at the Uni-

versity of Leeds. It is 

hoped that this work 

will lead to further 

elucidation of the key 

roles of the PPAR 

transcription factors in 

brain tumour biology. 

The Pathological Soci-

ety of Great Britain 

and Ireland has award-

ed a £9989 small grant 

to Dr Harry Haynes 

for shRNA mediated 

PPARa knock down in a 

xenograft model of hu-

man glioblastoma. Har-

ry is a PhD student 

and Clinical Research 

Fellow with the Brain 

Tumour Research 

Group under supervi-

sor Dr Kathreena Ku-

rian. This award is an 

adjunct to his PhD 

funding which will ena-

Liverpool collaborations 

Epidemiology: Using 

(epi)genomic data in 

cancer prediction, 

prevention & progno-

sis.  

Profs Caroline Relton, 

Richard Martin and 

Steve Thomas visited 

the North West Can-

cer Research Centre 

at the University of 

Liverpool for some 

interesting discussions 

with a group of Head 

& Neck cancer spe-

cialists. Richard and 

Caroline also present-

ed a seminar entitled 

Integrative Cancer 

CRUK Award 

cigarette users versus 

cigarette smokers and 

never-smokers. 

Drs Suzi Gage (above 

right) and Becky Rich-

mond (below right) 

have been awarded 

£171,478.95 from 

Cancer Research UK 

to investigate DNA 

methylation in e-

http://www.isoqol.org/
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/harry-r-haynes/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiNhKLolp7QAhUGfhoKHeXcC2cQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHAvN2t8DzNhrWoRb7BMqeUSXWn4Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/kathreena-m-kurian/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjFsoKNl57QAhXMORoKHSRBBeAQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNE1nza_MK-kfMMGQIKCkV9uU0OtGQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/kathreena-m-kurian/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjFsoKNl57QAhXMORoKHSRBBeAQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNE1nza_MK-kfMMGQIKCkV9uU0OtGQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/caroline-l-relton/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjg4vnvmJ7QAhWqJcAKHaUUDeAQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNGgtU-xUDr1O6ZvtAaQfLunzNfY7g
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bris.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/richard-m-martin/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi67vu6kp7QAhWKuRQKHVg7A6EQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHzpG7Q-vG_w6f4QkXacc5vlTN_Vg
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/dental/people/steve-j-thomas/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwiTjeLdkp7QAhWmJ8AKHTa0DzgQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNESpB-jjsvitiYJ5LZAe5ahX29YOQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bris.ac.uk/expsych/people/suzanne-h-gage/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjex7DwnJ7QAhXJDMAKHVwpBqoQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHBHXphPuz4vBQnKLbuNy4bIb-Qng
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/rebecca-c-richmond/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwii3oSMnZ7QAhUHtRQKHcC_ArwQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHBgWKiGiD9fCLqyq_Z2V2H7rcf-A
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/rebecca-c-richmond/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwii3oSMnZ7QAhUHtRQKHcC_ArwQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHBgWKiGiD9fCLqyq_Z2V2H7rcf-A


NCRI Cancer Conference presentation 

and physical activity 

intervention from the 

participants them-

selves. It outlines that 

the interventions de-

livered were accepta-

ble to this sample of 

participants, as were 

the data collection 

methods utilised. It 

has also highlighted 

some considerations 

to be taken into ac-

count for the design 

of further behavioural 

change interventions 

in this population 

group. 

Dr Luke Robles and 

Ellie Shingler present-

ed a poster at the 

above event, which 

showcases the latest 

basic, translational and 

clinical cancer re-

search, between 6-9 

November 2016 in 

Liverpool.  
 

The PrEvENT Feasibility 

Trial - Results of the 

Qualitative Feasibility 

Analysis  
 

Abstract: 

With a growing body 

of evidence identifying 

diet and low physical 

activity as risk factors 

for prostate cancer 

development and pro-

gression, the Prostate 

Cancer: Evidence of 

Exercise and Nutrition 

Feasibility Trial 

(PrEvENT) aimed to 

assess a physical activi-

ty and nutrition based 

intervention in men 

undergoing radical 

prostatectomy.  
 

This qualitative analy-

sis provides insight 

into the opinions and 

experiences of the 

acceptability of the 

PrEvENT nutrition 

Ingram Olkin Award  

in research synthesis 

methodology, and rep-

resents the highest 

honour bestowed by 

the Society.  

Presented to Prof Jul-

ian Higgins by the So-

ciety for Research 

Synthesis Methodolo-

gy, the award recog-

nises his important 

contributions to 

Cochrane. The Ingram 

Olkin Award recognis-

es an individual who 

has made distinguished 

lifetime achievement 
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More than just a Biobank 

an REC approval.   

  

If you would like to 

hear more about any 

of these options 

please contact  

bristol-

biobank@bristol.ac.uk 

The Bristol Biobank 

doesn’t just provide 

access to samples; 

they can also provide 

lab support to help 

you run research via 

their dedicated lab 

technician, who can 

process samples prior 

to storage or ship-

ment.  You can also 

apply to run your re-

search projects under 

their generic REC ap-

proval, ensuring all the 

relevant governance 

and ethics issues are 

taken care of.  In addi-

tion to Biobanking 

they also have a short 

term storage facility 

for samples not under 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/dental/people/luke-a-robles/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjI4sqaoZ7QAhWFxxQKHbSNCugQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHxKxC-ycze3qMFlDfnJmwUx0wxrA
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/dental/people/eleanor-s-shingler/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi9wr2xoZ7QAhXDBBoKHZ51CmwQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNFk-PHdtiHFjzIxte0I9QlOUeiZNQ
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/julian-p-higgins/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/social-community-medicine/people/julian-p-higgins/index.html
mailto:bristol-biobank@bristol.ac.uk
mailto:bristol-biobank@bristol.ac.uk
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/research-governance/bristolbiobank/


Adjuvant treatment changes for pancreatic patients  

patient group will now 

be able to benefit 

from the increased 

survival rate this new 

regime can give.  The 

patient long term sur-

vival could be in-

creased from 16% to 

29%.  
 

Read more on the 

BBC news website. 

 

The European-wide 

Espac 4 Trial for pan-

creatic cancer began 

in 2009 and is being 

carried out at the 

Bristol Haematology 

and Oncology Centre.  

The trial is looking to 

see whether the addi-

tion of capecitabine to 

the standard post-

surgical chemotherapy 

regime of gemcitabine 

alone improves surviv-

al. Pancreatic cancer 

can be split into two 

types: ductal and the 

rarer periampullary. 

The primary outcome 

has been published 

and has shown very 

good results. This is 

the type of data that 

prompts a change in 

clinical practice with 

the promise that the 

Soft robotics for throat surgery 
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seamlessly with the 

human body. 
 

The team developed 

an artificial respiration 

system that simulated 

breathing with differ-

ent physiological pa-

rameters. This al-

lowed them to proto-

type robotic larynx 

replacements and ana-

lyse their perfor-

mance. The newly de-

signed device offers a 

way to restore im-

portant functional ca-

pabilities of the larynx 

and to avoid the im-

plantation of conven-

tional, uncomfortable 

and ill-fitting alterna-

tives.  
 

Read more... 

Surgical removal of 

the voice box is a po-

tentially life-saving 

treatment for thou-

sands of laryngeal can-

cer patients It is also a 

mutilating procedure, 

which means that pa-

tients may no longer 

be able to speak, swal-

low or cough. In addi-

tion to the direct cost 

of the procedure and 

significant follow up 

costs, there is a large 

social and personal 

cost to both the pa-

tient and their family. 

The procedure often 

renders the patient 

with a permanent sto-

ma in their neck, little 

or no voice and a se-

verely impaired sense 

of taste and smell, as 

well as putting them at 

much greater risk of 

airway blockage from 

food and drink that 

may enter the tra-

chea. Patients are cur-

rently unlikely to re-

turn to both work and 

society, with a conse-

quent negative impact 

on patient quality of 

life and increase in so-

cial costs. 
 

Prof Jonathan Rossiter 

(top right) and Dr An-

drew Conn (bottom 

right) used their Eliza-

beth Blackwell Insti-

tute Knowledge 

Transfer award to in-

vestigate new ways to 

overcome these se-

vere surgical effects. 

Together with col-

leagues from UCL 

they developed new 

robotics technologies 

designed to work 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-36444413
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-36444413
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/find-a-clinical-trial/a-trial-comparing-gemcitabine-alone-with-gemcitabine-and-capecitabine-together-after-surgery-to-remove-cancer-of-the-pancreas
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/case-studies/2016/jonathan-rossiter--andrew-conn-soft-robotics.html
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bris.ac.uk/engineering/people/jonathan-m-rossiter/&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjFxPTA0qDQAhUGBywKHbtRB9QQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNEAY9QqmSwLj7onTxlbvXMsGG_SXQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bris.ac.uk/engineering/people/andrew-t-conn/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi4wM7K0qDQAhUHchQKHdxYDgkQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNGC-IXSZkly7WuOWNdSAjtTu3wYdQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bris.ac.uk/engineering/people/andrew-t-conn/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi4wM7K0qDQAhUHchQKHdxYDgkQFggEMAA&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNGC-IXSZkly7WuOWNdSAjtTu3wYdQ
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/track/#d.en.55727
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/track/#d.en.55727
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/track/#d.en.55727
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/blackwell/funding/track/#d.en.55727


European Research Council funding 

agreement can be 

reached then this 

would likely mean the 

UK could no longer 

access H2020 funding 

but this would not 

come into effect until 

October 2018 at the 

earliest, based on cur-

rent predictions. 
 

In summary, in the 

short term it is very 

much business as usual 

and we would encour-

age everyone to con-

tinue to apply. If any-

one has any concerns 

contact the EU and 

overseas team. 

Following the result of 

the referendum on 23 

June 2016, the Inter-

national Team in Re-

search Development 

wish to confirm that 

there will be no im-

mediate impact with 

regards to Horizon 

2020 funding. All ex-

isting grants will con-

tinue to run as normal 

and anything currently 

under submission or 

in the granting process 

will also continue as 

normal. The UK will 

continue to be an EU 

member state for two 

more years at least 

and during this time 

we will be eligible to 

apply to each and eve-

ry call under Horizon 

2020. 
 

If the UK does with-

draw from the EU 

there is the possibility 

of negotiating associat-

ed status to H2020, 

like Norway and Isra-

el. Universities UK will 

be leading discussions 

around this with the 

government, and Bris-

tol will be fully en-

gaged with this pro-

cess as well as via the 

Russell Group. If no 
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Microscopy facilities opened 

rooms and provides 

the controlled and 

stable environment 

required for high-

resolution microsco-

py. The facility has al-

so recently increased 

the level of support it 

offers for image pro-

cessing and analysis to 

equip its users with 

the expertise to fully 

quantify and interpret 

microscopy data.    
 

Details of the facilities 

are available on the 

website. 

A new purpose-built 

microscopy suite to 

accommodate expan-

sion of the Wolfson 

Bioimaging Facility was 

officially opened by 

Paul Ramsbottom, 

Chief Executive of the 

Wolfson Foundation, 

on 8 July 2016. Cur-

rently housing 22 im-

aging systems covering 

a broad range of ad-

vanced fluorescence 

and electron micros-

copy techniques, the 

Facility has a growing 

reputation within the 

UK and across Eu-

rope. The arrival of 

new systems including 

multiphoton, super-

resolution and fluores-

cence lifetime imaging 

alongside expansion of 

confocal and widefield 

microscopy meant 

that the expanded fa-

cility could no longer 

be housed within ex-

isting space. 
 

A donation of £1M by 

the Wolfson Founda-

tion was vital in help-

ing to create six pur-

pose-built microscope 

rooms to accommo-

date new equipment.  

The new imaging suite 

is situated adjacent to 

existing microscope 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/rdcontacts.html#eu
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/red/development/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://erc.europa.eu/glossary/term/224
https://erc.europa.eu/glossary/term/224
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/news/eu-referendum-result/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/wolfson-bioimaging/


Add-Aspirin study hits recruitment targets 
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Having a good screening 

process has been the 

most effective way to 

identify eligible partici-

pants. We approach 

participants and give 

them information a 

month or so before they 

are due to complete 

treatment or after cycle 

2 of their chemothera-

py. We also screen po-

tential participants at 

routine appointments to 

Add-Aspirin is a large 

randomised clinical 

trial taking place in the 

UK and India. It will 

recruit 11,000 partici-

pants to help find out 

whether regular aspi-

rin use after treatment 

for an early stage can-

cer can prevent the 

cancer from coming 

back and preventing 

deaths. The Bristol 

Haematology and On-

cology Centre is the 

second highest re-

cruiting centre out of 

147 sites, and third 

highest in terms of 

data return which is 

currently 98%. Verity 

Henson from the Bris-

tol Cancer Institute is 

leading the study and 

has shared some re-

cruitment hints and 

tips:  

 

avoid participants hav-

ing too many extra hos-

pital visits. It helps to be 

approachable, enthusi-

astic and knowledgeable 

about the study! 

 

 

Find a clinical research study app 

you can search by:  

 CPMS Study ID, 

IRAS ID, MRec, EU-

draCT 

 Study title or 

short name 

 Research summary 

or inclusion/exclusion 

criteria keywords 
 

Other search values 

include: 

 Study design 

 Open to new sites 

 Eligibility 

 Study Status 

 Phase 

 Specialties/sub 

The Clinical Research 

Network Business In-

telligence team has 

launched a new ver-

sion of the public 

Open Data Platform 

Find a Clinical Research 

Study app.  
 

The purpose of this 

app is to provide a 

tool for clinical re-

search professionals 

to search for CRN 

Portfolio studies using 

specific parameters, 

such as specialty or 

study design. The 

search results then 

enable the user to 

view a publicly availa-

ble, one-page sum-

mary of information 

about each study. The 

app can be download-

ed online.  

The UK Clinical Trials 

Gateway remains the 

chosen NIHR platform 

for providing patients 

and the public with 

information about 

clinical research stud-

ies taking place in the 

UK. 
 

In the new Find a Clini-

cal Research Study app, 

specialties 
 

The major difference 

between Find a Study 

v2 and its predecessor 

is that this version no 

longer features a “map 

search” function. This 

will be re-established 

at a later date, with 

other enhancements 

where appropriate. 
 

If you have any ques-

tions or suggestions 

concerning the new 

app, contact 

ODP@nihr.ac.uk 

University Cancer Research Fund 

ject funded in the 

2016 call went to Dr 

Jason Johnson for Mi-

croRNA-20a retards 

angiogenesis and pros-

Each year this fund 

seeks out the most 

innovative ideas in 

cancer research by 

funding projects and 

ideas in their early 

stages that have the 

promise to develop 

into high impact re-

search. One such pro-

tate cancer progression. 

The £4900 award will 

support the project 

for one year (Sep ‘16-

Sep ’17).  

http://www.addaspirintrial.org/
http://public-odp.nihr.ac.uk/
http://public-odp.nihr.ac.uk/
http://public-odp.nihr.ac.uk/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=ODP@nihr.ac.uk
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.bristol.ac.uk/clinical-sciences/people/jason-l-johnson/index.html&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj59Zf42qDQAhXnIcAKHdzcAxMQFggGMAE&client=internal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNESYbBf4VkaufgAJ1vLTIiizM7JDA
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cancer/ucrf/


Engineering the future of cancer treatment 

bringing her together 

with Drs Andy Collins 

and Adam Perriman 

(UoB) and Mr Barua 

and Dr Bienemann 

(Southmead).  
 

First they developed a 

preliminary computa-

tional model that 

would predict tissue 

penetration in brain 

tumours depending on 

variables such as nano-

particle injection 

speed, drainage, and 

binding properties. 

They also built up a 

small library of fluo-

rescent nanoparticles, 

each with well-defined 

properties and de-

signs, for use on their 

newly designed micro-

fluidic testbed. Using 

gelatin to simulate the 

tissue-like environ-

ment, they were able 

to monitor the distri-

bution of nanoparti-

cles under a micro-

scope, and to capture 

it on high-definition 

video. Preliminary ex-

periments were also 

performed in vivo (rat 

brain) using quantum 

dots and pluronic mi-

celle nanocarriers. Re-

sults showed the clear 

impact of nanoparticle 

charge on their an-

choring in the brain 

tissue.   

Read more... 

The EBI Catalyst Fund 

provides pump prim-

ing for the most 

promising and ambi-

tious ideas across the 

widest interdiscipli-

nary boundaries. One 

such award was grant-

ed to Dr Sabine 

Hauert from Engineer-

ing Mathematics for 

Microfluidic testbed for 

the fast prototyping of 

nanoparticle distribu-

tions in tumour-like envi-

ronments.  
 

One of the many new 

developments in can-

cer research comes 

from nanoscience; bi-

oengineers are design-

ing nanoparticles that 

can deliver treatments 

and diagnostics direct-

ly to tumours, raising 

the prospect of much 

more precise and ef-

fective interventions. 

However, the behav-

iour of each nanopar-

ticle varies depending 

on size, shape, coating 

and cargo, etc. and on 

the interactions in the 

body that result. And 

when trillions of such 

nanoparticles are in-

volved in each case, 

their collective behav-

iour in the complex 

environment of a tu-

mour is crucial to the 

success of the treat-

ment. But that behav-

iour can be difficult to 

predict. 
 

For example, nanopar-

ticles can be engi-

neered to accumulate 

specifically in cancer 

cells, but may only ac-

cumulate in the first 

cells they encounter 

rather than penetrat-

ing further into the 

tumour. Similarly, par-

ticles delivered via 

convection-enhanced 

delivery (CED) may 

not accumulate in the 

right concentrations 

throughout the tu-

mour to be effective. 

One of the biggest 

challenges is to find an 

accurate way to visual-

ise the behaviour of 

nanoparticles, since 

neither in vitro nor in 

vivo experiments pro-

vide enough detail. 
 

One possible solution 

emerged at a work-

shop hosted by the 

Elizabeth Blackwell 

Institute, which con-

sidered clinical appli-

cations for nanomedi-

cine, exploring the 

design and testing of 

micro-nano systems, 

and discussing future 

opportunities in 

swarm engineering. 

This resulted in a pro-

posal for a cross-

disciplinary project 
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Free law clinics for young cancer patients 

in sessions, Law Clinic 

students will provide 

parents with advice on 

topics such as rights 

for benefits for carers, 

disability living allow-

ance for children and 

more. Sessions began 

on 6 October 2016. 

The project is sup-

ported by CLIC Sar-

gent social workers, 

who provide practical 

and emotional support 

to children, young 

people and their fami-

lies.  Their services 

include financial sup-

port, grants, benefit 

information and a 

wide range of infor-

mation on cancer and 

its impact. 
 

Read more...  

Working in partner-

ship with CLIC Sar-

gent, the UK’s leading 

cancer charity for chil-

dren and young peo-

ple, University of Bris-

tol Law Clinic stu-

dents will help parents 

of children living with 

cancer negotiate some 

of the legal obstacles 

that come with the 

diagnosis.  
 

To do this, the part-

nership has estab-

lished regular Law 

Clinic drop in sessions 

for families of children 

living with the disease 

at Sam’s House, one 

of CLIC Sargent’s 

Home from Homes 

accommodation for 

families and young 

people, while they 

have treatment at 

Bristol Royal Hospital 

for Children (BRHC). 

The move follows re-

search from CLIC Sar-

gent’s recent Cancer 

Costs campaign, which 

found that, on aver-

age, families of a child 

undergoing active can-

cer treatment spends 

an extra £600 a 

month. This financial 

impact of cancer can 

be devastating. For 

parents of children 

living with cancer, un-

derstanding their legal 

position can help alle-

viate some of the 

pressure that comes 

with the diagnosis.   
 

Through regular drop 
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Cancer Research Paper of the Year 

eral practice 

(Published 1 May 

2015).  

The publication of a 

study led by Dr Mat-

thew Ridd, Consultant 

Senior Lecturer in Pri-

mary Health Care, is 

one of the winners of 

the Royal College of 

General Practitioners 

(RCGP) Research Pa-

per of the Year 2015. 

The award gives 

recognition to an indi-

vidual or group of re-

searchers who have 

undertaken and pub-

lished an exceptional 

piece of research re-

lating to general prac-

tice or primary care. 

Now in its 20th year, 

winners of each cate-

gory were invited to 

present at the RCGP 

Annual Conference 

held in October 2016 

in Harrogate. Matthew 

won for Category 1: 

Cancer, Patient-

doctor continuity and 

diagnosis of cancer: 

electronic medical 

records study in gen-

http://www.clicsargent.org.uk/
http://www.clicsargent.org.uk/
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£7.5M boost for Health Research 

the recently an-

nounced Wellcome 

Trust-funded clinical 

PhD programme for 

the South West. 
 

The Institute will also 

prioritise work on di-

versity and inclusion, 

as well as public en-

gagement with focus 

on building capacity, 

creating and develop-

ing partnerships to co-

design and increase 

the impact of the Uni-

versity’s research. 

The Elizabeth Black-

well Institute (EBI) has 

been awarded the 

Wellcome Trust’s In-

stitutional Strategic 

Support Fund (ISSF), 

designed to support 

biomedical research 

and related activities 

in the UK over the 

next five years.  The 

ISSF award of £3.75M 

is being matched by 

the University. It is the 

third and largest ISSF 

award for the EBI and 

recognises the suc-

cessful work the Insti-

tute has delivered dur-

ing the previous five 

years.  
 

The Institute will con-

tinue to invest in sup-

porting the next gen-

eration of health re-

search leaders by of-

fering fellowships and 

support for clinical 

and non-clinical early 

career researchers. 

Clinical researchers in 

particular will benefit 

from opportunities 

offered by the EBI and 
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Treatment of stomach infections 

structures. They found 

that this ensures that 

it is stable in the acidic 

environment of the 

stomach. CEACAMs 

are not produced in 

healthy stomach tis-

sue, but primarily 

when there is an in-

flammation of the gas-

tric mucosa caused by 

the H. pylori infection. 

The adhesion of the 

bacterium to stomach 

cells could be prevent-

ed with a soluble ver-

sion of HopQ or parts 

of the protein, and the 

damaging effects of 

the germ could poten-

tially be suppressed.  
 

Read the paper in Na-

ture Microbiology.  

A team from the 

Technical University 

of Munich, University 

of Duisburg-Essen at 

Essen University Medi-

cal Centre and UoB 

have discovered a new 

approach to infections 

related to Helicobacter 

pylori. Infections of H. 

pylori commonly occur 

during childhood, col-

onising the human 

stomach; once ob-

tained the bacterium 

stays in the stomach 

throughout life and is 

associated with an in-

creased risk of stom-

ach cancer, gastritis 

and duodenal ulcers. It 

can be fatal unless 

treated with particular 

antibiotics. Antibiotics, 

however, kill all of the 

gut’s flora and there is 

increasing resistance 

to them.  
 

The team found that 

H. pylori attach to the 

epithelial cells in the 

gastric mucosa and 

they detected a highly 

specific and exception-

ally strong variant of 

this adhesion, in which 

the bacterial surface 

molecule, HopQ, 

binds to the Carci-

noembryonic Antigen-

related Cell Adhesion 

Molecules (CEACAM) 

inside the stomach. In 

contrast to previously 

known binding part-

ners, this bond is inde-

pendent of sugar 
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ELIZABETH BLACKWELL INSTITUTE FUNDING 

EBI Workshops Funding 

Support interdisciplinary workshops in health research at new or emerging 

interface between two or more disciplines. Applications reviewed all year.  

 

EBI Catalyst Fund 

Pump priming awards support the most promising and ambitious ideas 

across the widest interdisciplinary boundaries. They will be identified 

largely through the running of workshops to explore new possibilities 

and identify the big questions. Applications reviewed all year.  

 

Returning Carers Scheme 

To support academic staff across all faculties in re-establishing their inde-

pendent research careers on return from extended leave (16 weeks or 

more) for reasons connected to caring (e.g. maternity leave, adoption 

leave, additional paternity leave, leave to care for a dependant.).  

 

The deadline for applications is 30 April and 31 October each year. 

 

Clinical Primer Scheme  

This scheme is aimed at is aimed at exceptionally motivated clinically quali-

fied medical and veterinary trainees who are at an early stage of their ca-

reer and is designed to give them the chance to experience a world-class 

research environment for the first time. Applicants must either be fully-

qualified medical doctors and will have started, or be ready to start, their 

specialist training OR have completed a degree in veterinary medicine or 

veterinary science; an intercalated degree or other research experience (e.g. 

undergraduate vacation project) is also desirable. All applicants should be 

entitled to work within the European Economic Area (EEA). 

 

Deadline for applications is 15 December 2016. 

 

GW4 - Clinical Academic Training programme  

The Wellcome Trust-funded GW4 Clinical Academic Training programme 

(GW4-CAT) is a new scheme that brings together the Universities of Bristol, 

Cardiff and Exeter in developing the next generation of clinical academics. 

Within the programme, exceptional early career medical, veterinary and 

dental graduates will have the chance to undertake an interdisciplinary PhD 

training in one of over 50 world-leading research groups in population 

health, cardiovascular sciences, neuroscience, mental health, infection, im-

munity & repair, cancer or molecular cell biology.  

 

Deadline for applications is 25 November 2016. 
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES IN CANCER 

 

A calendar of potential funding opportunities for Cancer has been set up via Research 

Professional.  Subscribing to a calendar will place the entries in your own calendar, which 

will update automatically according to pre-specified search criteria. Staff and students 

have FREE access to Research Professional online from all computers on the University 

network.  You can create your own personalised funding opportunity e-mail alerts by 

registering with RP.  Find out all about it on the RED website. 
 

NIHR CLAHRC West 

Training bursary scheme 

 

Closing date: 1 Feb, 1 Jun & 1 Sep (annual)    Award amount: £600 

 

Gives staff from the local NHS, health and social care sector the opportunity to attend high quality re-

search and evaluation training at half the price. Bursaries are available for 50 per cent of the course 

fees; the applicant or their employer is expected to fund the remaining 50 per cent. The bursary aims 

to promote wider engagement and improve skills in research and evidence in the CLAHRC West 

patch, particularly for those who have not previously had opportunities for this type of training. 

 

You can apply for bursary support towards any course relevant to research and evaluation in health 

and social care. This includes study days, workshops and short courses (including individual modules) 

but not MSc or PhD tuition fees.  

 

Laura Crane Youth Cancer Trust 

Research funding 

 

Closing date: none      Award amount: unspecified 

 

Supports research projects on cancer affecting teenagers and young people between the age of 13 and 

24, which aim to bring increased understanding of cancer in this age group, improved treatments and 

save more lives. The funding amount is not fixed and is dependent on the research project. 

 

Department of Health including NIHR 

Health services and delivery research programme – researcher-led workstream: 16/116, 16/115 

 

Closing date: 12-Jan-17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

This programme supports research into the quality, appropriateness, effectiveness, equity and patient 

experience of health services. NIHR will fund HEIs at a maximum of 80 per cent of full economic 

costs, except for equipment worth over £50,000, and non-HEIs at 100 per cent of full economic 

costs. The workstream has a continued interest in the following research areas: dementia; surgical and 

implantable devices; primary care interventions; very rare diseases; antimicrobial resistance; long-term 
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conditions in children; applied research into mesothelioma; multimorbidities in older people; preven-

tion and treatment of obesity. 

 

Union for International Cancer Control 

Yamagiwa-Yoshida memorial international study grants 

 

Closing date: 15-Jan-17   Award amount: US$10,000 

 

Enable cancer investigators from any country to carry out bilateral research projects abroad that ex-

ploit complementary materials or skills, including advanced training in experimental methods and spe-

cial techniques. Between 14 and 16 grants are available yearly and support a maximum study period of 

three months. 

 

European Society of Surgical Oncology 

Methods in clinical cancer research workshop educational grants 

 

Closing Date: 08 Feb 17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Support young oncology surgeons in attending a workshop on methods in clinical cancer research in 

Zeist in the Netherlands from 17 to 23 June 2017. The one-week intensive residential training offers 

the opportunity to learn the essentials of clinical trials and network with clinical oncologists from 

across the globe. Junior clinical oncologists in any clinical research speciality area may apply. Five grants 

are available to cover 60 per cent of the participation costs. 

 

British Association for Cancer Research 

British Association for Cancer Research/CRUK student awards 

 

Closing date: 28 Feb 17   Award amount: £1000 

 

Enable student members to attend scientific meetings relevant to cancer research. Awards are worth 

up to £1,000 for overseas meetings and up to £500 for meetings in the UK, and may be used towards 

economy class travel, registration fees and accommodation. 

 
British Association for Cancer Research 

Mid-career fellowships 

 

Closing Date: 28 Feb 17   Award amount: £3,000 

 

Enable fellows to visit a laboratory in order to advance an ongoing programme or facilitate a collabora-

tion that may lead to new programmes of work. Applicants must have 15 years continuous BACR 

membership, and be over 40 years old.  

 
Cancer Research UK 

Pontecorvo prize for best PhD thesis 

 

Closing date: 31 Mar 17   Award amount: £500 
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Awarded to a CRUK funded student who has produced the best PhD thesis and made the most out-

standing contribution to scientific knowledge in their field of research, leading to publications in major 

peer reviewed journals. The prize is worth £500, and includes a free place at the following National 

Cancer Research Institute conference. 

 

Royal Society of Medicine 

Oncology Sylvia Lawler prize 

 

Closing Date: 14-Apr-17   Award amount: £250 

 

Recognises the best clinical papers or poster presentations based on a clinical or basic scientific re-

search project. Clinical research may include audit data, imaging studies and outcomes of surgical pro-

cedures. Translational studies such as genomic studies of clinical samples should be submitted for the 

basic or translational science prize.  

 
Barncancerfonden – Swedish Childhood Cancer Foundation 

Clinical project grants 

 

Closing date: 11 Sep 17   Award amount: unspecified 

 

Support research projects of pronounced clinical character relevant for paediatric oncology including 

biology, epidemiology, registry research, diagnostics and treatment and nursing science including psy-

chosocial research and preclinical, phase one and phase two studies. Grant covers monitoring costs, 

operating costs, equipment, publication costs, travel costs and salary costs for up to three years. 
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Insulin Receptor Isoform Variations in  

Prostate Cancer Cells 
CM Perks, HA Zielinska,  J Wang, C Jarrett, A Frankow, MR Ladomery, A 

Bahl, A Rhodes, J Oxley and JMP Holly. Frontiers in Endocrinology: Cancer  

Endichronology, 28 September 2016.  

 

Men who develop prostate cancer (PCa) increasingly have one of the co-

morbidities associated with a Western lifestyle that are characterized by hy-

perinsulinemia, hyperglycemia and increased expression of insulin-like growth 

factors-I (IGF-I) and IGF-II. Each have been associated with poor prognosis 

and more aggressive cancers that exhibit increased metabolism and increased 

glucose uptake. The insulin receptor (IR) has two splice isoforms IR-A and IR-

B: IR-A has a higher affinity for IGF-II comparable to that for insulin, whereas 

the IR-B isoform predominantly just binds to insulin. In this study, we as-

sessed alterations in the IR-A and IR-B isoform ratio and associated changes 

in cell proliferation and migration of PCa cell lines following exposure to al-

tered concentrations of glucose and treatment with IGF-II and insulin. We 

observed that where IR-B predominated insu-

lin had a greater effect on migration than IGF-

II and IGF-II was more effective when IR-A 

was the main isoform. With regard to prolifer-

ation IGF-II was more effective than insulin 

regardless of which isoform was dominant. 

We assessed the abundance of the IR isoforms 

both in vivo and in vitro and observed that the 

majority of the tissue samples and cell lines 

expressed more IR-A than IR-B. Alterations in 

the isoforms in response to changes in their 

hormonal milieu could have a profound impact 

on how malignant cells behave and play a role 

in promoting carcinogenesis. A greater under-

standing of the mechanisms underlying changes 

in alternative splicing of the IR may provide 

additional targets for future cancer therapies. 

 

Image caption: DU145 cells were seeded into 

culture-inserts in 6 well plates in 5 mM GM. 

After 24 h, cells were treated with either 100 

ng/ml IGF-II or insulin in either 25 mM or 5 

mM-glucose containing SFM. Pictures were 

taken at time 0, 12, and 36 h. These are repre-

sentative of experiments repeated three 

times.   
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