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Why?

Several academics, mainly from Russia and the US, have conducted research

The French language and French cultural model in the Russian nobility:
a case study on the Vorontsovs

Jessica Tipton (PhD Year 1)
jessica.tipton@bristol.ac.uk

Members of the Vorontsov/Dashkov family likely to feature in research

Generation born before 1750

Primary sources
Correspondence by Vorontsov family between one

on Dashkova and the rest of the Vorontsov family, but the influence of French .
language and culture does not appear to have ever been a focus.
This case study is designed to stand alone as my PhD project but should also .
complement the findings of a wider project at Bristol University.

another, with other nobles, rulers (especially Catherine
1), the French (e.g., Voltaire, Diderot), other foreigners
(e.g., Irish Wilmot sisters, Mrs Hamilton, Ambassadors),
tutors, musicians (e.g. Paisiello, Sarti, any French?).
 Memoirs and diaries (published and unpublished) of
family members, other nobles/monarchy, foreign
acquaintances, servants, e.g., Dashkova, Wilmots,
Voltaire, Diderot, Golitsyns, lusupovs, Catherine Il.
Dashkova’s essays, speeches and reports as Head of the
Russian Academy of Sciences and Russian Academy.

Princess Ekaterina Dashkova, née Vorontsova (1743-1810), confidante of
Catherine Il, head of Russian Academies of Science and Language

Dashkova’s brothers, Counts Aleksandr (1741-1805) and Semion (1744-1832),
Ambassadors in London, francophone but anglophile

 E.A. Vorontsova, née Siniavina (?-1784), wife of Semion, musician

Generation born after 1760
* Dashkova’s son Pavel (1763-1807), graduate of Edinburgh University
* N.A. Kurakina (1768-1831), Dashkova’s relation by Panin line, musician .
 Semion’s son Mikhail (1782-1856), served in Napoleonic Wars

¥ Streetin St.
John’s Wood
where Semion
lived, named in

his honour after
his death
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 |llarion Vorontsov-Dashkov (1837-1916), Governor of aucas

Generation born in early-mid 19t century
Shuvalova, née Vorontsova (1825-1879), Mikhail’s daughter

Left to right:
Dashkova; Semion;

Other official reports and speeches by the Vorontsovs.
Musical notebooks by Dashkova, Kurakina and Siniavina.
Reports in contemporary press, e.g., Kamer-fur’erskii
zhurnal 1776, local press where Vorontsovs were staying.
Location of sources: some in published Vorontsov
archives, original manuscripts in Russia (RGB, RGIA, RNB,
RGADA, GARF), Dublin (Dashkova’s Irish friends) and Paris.
SSEES and British Library hold some primary sources.
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