First-Year Skills Audit
Critical thinking
How confident are you…

(1)  …that you take effective lecture notes, rather than just writing down everything that the lecturer says?

(2)  …that you are able to evaluate the arguments of other writers, rather than accepting everything they say at face value?

(3)  …that you can develop your own perspective on a topic?

(4)  …that you can successfully transfer ideas and knowledge from one topic to help you understand another?

(5)  …that you can develop your ideas into a properly supported, persuasive argument?

Information literacy
How confident are you…

(6)  …that you know how to find relevant books on a particular topic?

(7)  …that you know how to find journal articles on a particular topic?

(8)  …that you can evaluate the quality and reliability of material you find?

Referencing and academic conventions
How confident are you…

(9)  …that you know when and how to reference material you’ve found in books?

(10)  …that you know when and how to reference material you’ve found on the web?

(11)  …that you know how to format a bibliography correctly?

(12)  …that you know what plagiarism is, and why you should avoid it?

Presentation skills
How confident are you…

(13)  …that your written English is clear, correct and well presented?

(14)  …in contributing to discussion in class?

(15)  …that you can present your ideas clearly to an audience, and keep them engaged?

Personal organisation
How confident are you…

(16)  …that you will always start researching a topic early enough?

(17)  …that you will get your work in on time even if you’re ill for a few days or suffer some other interruption?

(18)  …that you can manage your time effectively, and prioritise different tasks?

Developing your learning
How confident are you…

(19)  …that you are able to respond properly to constructive criticism?

(20)  …that you are able to reflect on your own learning, and learn from experience?

