
Guidance on Sampling of Assessed Student Work for External Examiners 

The School should decide in negotiation with the External Examiner/s the amount of 
student work they will receive to enable them to form a view as to student 
performance against the appropriate standards. The expectation is that External 
Examiners will only be asked to review work that contributes to the degree 
classification (for example they are not required to review assessed first year work). 

The sample should be of sufficient size to enable externals to gain an understanding 
of the range of marks and to ensure they have sufficient evidence to determine 
internal marking, moderation and classification are of an appropriate standard and 
consistency. External Examiners have the right to ask to see all assessed work, 
including evidence of performance on placements which form an assessed part of 
the programme.  

For units with large cohorts of students the sample might include several marked 
assessments from each of the areas below, for a unit with fewer students this might 
only be a few assessments overall.  

To assist the External Examiner, it is expected that a reasonable sample of material 
might include a selection of the following:  

• Assessment(s) marked highest overall/ first class marks/ Masters distinctions  

• A selection of assessments from each classification band  

• Assessments with borderline marks  

• A sample of fails, including all fails in final year dissertations/ projects  

Assessments include all components that contribute to a unit mark including, for 
example, coursework essays, examination scripts, project reports, placement 
reports, and dissertations, performances (live/recorded).  

In consultation, the School and external/s should agree the numbers of dissertations/ 
projects to be reviewed, depending on their weighting in the degree programme. The 
weighting and/ or credit points assigned to units should also be considered when 
choosing the sample of work to be reviewed, so that units (such as projects/ 
dissertations) which form a large part of that year’s assessment should be 
moderated and seen by the External Examiner.  

It is the University’s expectation that External Examiners will NOT act as second 
markers, rather they will have oversight and review of standards of assessment. 

 


