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Current Standing in Science

• With 1% of the world’s population, we fund 
4.5% of the world’s science funding, produce 
8% of the scientific papers and receive 9% of 
the citations 

• Worldwide, second only to the USA in science 
research output 

• 13% of the world’s most cited papers



Source: OECD and ISI
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Science Budget

• UK Science Budget was £1.45 billion per 
annum in 1997-1998

• In 2002-2003 science budget now nearly £2 
billion per annum

• By 2005-2006 will be £2.9 billion



Total citations 1981 -2000

Source: ISI
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Spin-offs Exploit Research

• British Universities are spinning out science-
based companies at an ever increasing rate

• The number of companies set up by academics 
rose from 203 in 1999-2000 to 248 in 2000-
2001

• There had been just 338 spin-offs during the 
previous five years



The Benefits of Spin-offs

• British universities generate one new company 
for every £12m of research spending compared 
with one for every £46m in the US

• Vision is to see more products invented in 
Britain, developed in Britain and made in 
Britain

• Vision of Britain as a major high tech 
manufacturing country



R&D Intensity (GERD of %GDP)



R&D Financing By Main Sources 
Of Funds (%)



FP6 Budget 
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European Research Area

Key:
EIB = European Investment Bank
EURAB = European Research Advisory Board
SMEs = Small and medium-sized enterprises
s/t = Science and Technology



Co-Operative Links Created by FP5 
Projects



Migration between the
world regions: foreign 
students enrolled in 
Tertiary education 1999



European Physical Society

• The European Physical Society provides an 
international forum to discuss science and 
policy issues of interest to its members

• It represents over 80,000 members and 
physicists through its 38 national member 
societies

• It also provides a forum for around 3500 
individual members



Large Scale Facilities In EU

• GEANT
• CMS
• Fusion 
• CERN
• ESA
• European Synchrotron Source



GEANT



CMS - Compact Muon Solenoid



Summary 

• Interesting and exciting times ahead for 
universities to make the ERA a reality

• Interaction  and networking is vital
• UK committed to this goal 
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