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If our species does not survive the ecological 
crisis, it will probably be due to our failure to 
imagine and work out new ways to live with the 
earth, to rework ourselves and our high energy, 
high consumption, and hyper-instrumental 
societies adaptively….  
 
We will go onwards in a different mode of 
humanity, or not at all.  
 

Val Plumwood 2007: 1 
 



Extracts from A MANIFESTO FOR LIVING IN THE 
ANTHROPOCENE 

Thinking 
Our thinking needs to be in the service of life—and so does our language.  This 
means giving up delusions of mastery and control, and instead seeing the world 
as uncertain and yet unfolding.  
 
Stories 
Stories are important for understanding and communicating the significance of 
our times. We aim to tell stories that: enliven moral imagination, drawing us into 
deeper understandings of responsibilities, reparative possibilities, and alternative 
futures. 
 
Researching 
While we continue our traditions of critical analysis, we are forging new research 
practices to excavate, encounter and extend reparative possibilities for 
alternative futures.   
 

Colleagues wherever you may be, put your research to work and take a stand 
for life! 

Scholars Concerned for Life in the Anthropocene, Georges River, 8th February, 2010 
 



Michael Hardt’s conception of a militant 
biopolitics  
 
Judith Butler’s reflections on the 
performativity of economics  
 
Michel Callon and John Law on ‘qualculation’  
 
William Connolly’s insights into temporality, 
affective registers  and the ‘sweetness of life’ 
 



University of Minnesota Press 
2013 



 

theory …to make the present and thus to 

delimit or invent the subject of that 

making—a “we” characterized not only by 

our belonging to the present but our 

making it.    

 

Militant theory… seeks to govern but to 

govern differently, creating a new life 

and a new world 
 

Michael Hardt “The Militancy of Theory” The South Atlantic Quarterly 

110: 1 Winter 2011  



..if new forms of organizing the economic world 
become available, it will be only on the basis of 
increased reflection not only on what works and 
what does not, but also, what is the best way 
for economics to work? ….. How do we reinforce 
such normative questions into the theory of 
performativity?  
 
Judith Butler “Performative agency” Journal of Cultural Economy 3, 2010: 
154  
 



Qualculation … 

 

the process in which entities are 

detached from other contexts, reworked, 

displayed, related, manipulated, 

transformed and summed in a single 

space 

 
Michel Callon and John Law, "On qualculation, agency, and 

otherness" Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 

23(5) 2005   
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“Thinking in service of life”…. 
 
• making space for a militant biopolitics 

 
• opening up economic performativity    
 
• attending to the ‘qualculations’ 

involved in performing diverse non-
capitalist economic relations  

 



“Thinking with the community of life” … 
 
• slowing down to appreciate different 

temporalities of world becoming 
 
• learning to be affected by joining a new 

collective, a human/non-human ‘being-in-
common’ 

 
 





 
 
 
 













Barrie family BEFORE 



Donna’s household BEFORE 



Donna’s got a lot more concern about 
[uncomfortable pause] the environment than I 
do.  
 
I think a lot of the environmental statements are 
extremists. I don’t accept that we are on the edge 
of the precipice.  
 
Certainly there are improvements to be had, but 
fundamentally if we changed all our ways 
tomorrow there’s still China and India are going 
to keep moving forward doing the same things 
that we did 100 years ago. 
 

Donna’s husband Peter 
 







What’s inspired me to ride my bike is the fact 
that I produce 19 tonnes of carbon emissions a 
year.  
 
It’s just wrong you know.  
 
The least I can do is ride my little bike while I’m 
at home. It’s good for the environment and hey 
I might even lose a few kilos. I feel better about 
myself just knowing that I’m making a 
difference. If no one else in the whole world 
does it at least, you know, I know I’ve given it a 
try. 

Verne in rural Victoria 
 





Donna: I’m not pretending that the learnt behaviour 
of 20 years is going to change overnight but I think 
that with baby steps that the children are listening 
and I think that they’re interested and that our 
behaviour will change.  
 
Peter:  I think that they’ve accepted the process but 
they haven’t garnered the understanding, and 
process without understanding isn’t sustainable 
anyway.  
 
Donna: But that will come…I really do think it will 
 



Barrie family AFTER 



Barrie family AFTER with carbon offsets 



Grandmother: And down the track we’ve got 
these little grandchildren are growing up and how 
important is it for them that we’re doing all this? 
If we can make the world better by doing this, 
well we’re very happy about it. 
 
Verne’s wife: I’m just conscious of it now, of what 
I can do for the world. 
 
Kath’s partner: I think what we are doing now is 
just the start. And I’m thinking about what the 
future is going to be for our kids and what I’m 
leaving behind. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



….for people 
and the planet 



Surviving together well and equitably 

  

Distributing surplus to enrich social and 

environmental health  

 

Encountering others in ways that supports their 

wellbeing as well as ours 

  

Maintaining, replenishing and growing our 

natural and cultural commons 

 

Investing our wealth so that future generations 

can live well, and 

 

Consuming sustainably  
 



Encountering 

others 
  Surviving well 
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    Investing in a future 

MAINSTREAM  
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Sweat equity 

Family lending 
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KEY CONCERNS OF COMMUNITY ECONOMIES 



subjects of the capitalist 

economy 
 

 

EMPLOYEE   higher and higher wages 

  

BUSINESS OWNER  more and more private profit 

 

CONSUMER   cheaper and cheaper goods 

 

PROPERTY OWNER  higher and higher private returns  

 

INVESTOR   more and more private returns 



the ice-berg economy 



ECONOMY 
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Less than 3.5 planets 
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It would seem though that if it’s going to be 
taken on as a long term issue that we have to 
plan for the long term not just in our 
households but in our neighbourhoods and in 
our country. 
 

Kath in the Carbon Cops  
 



ECONOMY 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ECONOMY 



 

 

revealing the ethical abilities in actors who did 

not know before that they had them  

 

making sure that some of these new 

competences are sunk into common sense 

through a new set of practical tools….. 



www.communityeconomies.org 

Thankyou 


