
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

Olympic gold medalist Laura Tomlinson  
(nee Bechtolsheimer) returned to Bristol in July to receive  
an honorary degree. 

The dressage riding star, who was triumphant in the individual and team 
competition at London 2012, was recognised by the University of Bristol 
and received a Doctor of Laws degree six years after she first graduated 
with a BSc in Philosophy and Politics. Laura was also awarded an MBE 
for services to equestrianism in the New Year Honours. 

During her time at University she was a member of the High 
Performance Squad and received a Bristol Red in 2005.

Wa t e r  P o l o  -  B U C S  C h a m p i o n s h i p s  2 0 1 2 / 1 3

T h e  P re s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
R u g b y  F o o t b a l l  U n i o n  2 0 1 3 - 1 4

Bob Reeves Med 1982
At the Rugby Football Union’s A.G.M. on July 14th, the former Director of S.E.H. 
at Bristol University, Bob Reeves, was elected as President. In his inauguration 
speech, Bob said, “I will be promoting the game and contribute whatever way I 
can to delivering the strategic priorities throughout my year as President. This is 
an exciting time and, with the approach of Rugby World Cup 2015, as important 
a period as any in our history.

Bob himself has been a great ambassador of the sport for many years. 
His credentials as the new President of the RFU are beyond question. His 
professional background is in university sport, sports management and 
coaching. He was Director of Sport, Exercise and Health at the University of 
Bristol for over 25 years, until 2010 and he was one of the first in the university 
sector to establish a sports performance programme for students, enabling  
them to fulfil their potential both academically and in sport.

Bob has numerous sporting accolades to his name, too numerous to mention so here are a few.

1. He was the Minister of Sport nominee on the Regional Sports Council for nine years and for six was a 
member of the Physical Education Association of UK Executive Committee, as well as serving as Chairman 
of its International Committee.

2. Bob is Chairman of the Bristol Kenya Partnership. He has been a member of the Team West of England 
Olympic Steering Group, and prior to the Olympic Games was given an award for the West of England’s 
biggest contribution towards Olympic and Paralympic legacy. This was mainly for organising the Kenyan 
Olympic and Paralympic teams to use Bristol as a base ahead of the Games.

3. Since 1995 Bob represented the Students RFU on the RFU Council and chaired the SRFU from 2001 to 
2012. He was one of the first senior and then staff coaches of the RFU in 1981, having been coach of 
Bristol University and was also coach and manager of English Universities and England Students for more 
than 15 years.

4. Bob coached England Students during the Student World Cup of 1988.

5. Bob managed the University Select Sevens squad in the Safari 7s in Kenya from 1995-2006.

6. He was a member of the Student World Cup Organising Committee in 2000 and was a founder of the 
Student European Cup, which ran from 1998 until 2004.

7. Bob was Backs Coach at Bristol RFC over an extended period. He helped establish the Gloucestershire 
RFU coaching Committee, being Chairman for many years, serving on the Gloucestershire RFU executive 
committee for three years. He also organized the South West Coaching Conference for 15 years.

A member of the Club England Standing Committee from 1996 to 2008, his paper commissioned by Club 
England and the RFU ‘The Development of Elite Rugby in England’ was presented to Council in 1998. He was 
a member of the Coach Development Committee from 2004-2011 and a member of the Academies Steering 
Group prior to their inception, as well as being a member of the Annual Review Panel for Academies, Under 21s 
and Sevens.

Bob is a director of the Foundation for Leadership through Sport, a charity which aims to assist in developing 
leadership skills through sports participation that can then be transferred into life beyond sport.

U o B  S p o r t s 
P e r f o r m a n c e  U p d a t e 

There has been a really positive summer period in the Performance Office and we now begin a newterm 
with all staff, athletes, coaches and players very keen to develop our programme both on and off the pitch.

Over the summer we interviewed a large number of athletes who applied for the Performance Squad and 
accepted 43 for 2013-14. They all have outstanding potential and so the quality amongst the group is very 

exciting and some great stories and successes to be able to share with you in the Sporting Club Newsletter 
later this year.

We ran a two day Development and Physical introduction in September. This was attended by all squad that 
were not competing. This included introductions to each other and the Performance team, testing of speed, 

power and endurance on the first day. On the second day we welcomed the parents and guest speakers 
including John Wilford (Healthy Lifestyle Manager SEH), Claire Calllaghan (Sports Medicine Clinic Manager) and 
Edd Vahid from RYA - British Sailing Team to talk about athlete transition into University and beyond. The main 

outcome from the two days was to ensure athletes understood the expectations from us, the Performance staff 
and also to look at what they wanted from the year ahead and how to get there.

With Rio 2016 only a few years away, we have some great opportunities to have more University of Bristol 
representation at those Games. The support we offer through this programme, combined with National 

Governing Bodies support and individual athletes drive and determination we can make this a reality. Each 
athlete’s journey and case study will be highlighted in future newsletters.

We are making great strides in raising the profile of Bristol in a sporting context, which runs in parallel 
with academic excellence. They fit together hand in hand, as shown by many years of 

sporting success. Long may that continue.

Matt Paine - Sports Performance Manager.

The University of Bristol Men’s team won the Men’s water polo championship held in Leeds, therefore retaining  
the title they won last year 2011/2012. 

The top 3 highest placed teams competed for the Championship at the University of Leeds pool.

Bristol defeated Imperial College London 18-6 and local rivals University of Bath 13-5 in impressive style.  
Top scorers for Bristol were George Mack with 7 goals, Kieron Whittle and Andrew Crawford with 6 apiece.

Special mention must go to Elliot Murphy the Bristol goal keeper who picked up his 3rd Championship gold medal.

With 10 members of the successful team returning for the 2013/14  
championship hopes are high for another good year.

Mark Taylor - Coach

 

We b s i t e  l a u n c h

We’re proud to announce our web page is up and running 
bris.ac.uk/sport/sporting-club

Like us on our Facebook page to keep regularly updated
facebook.com/uobsportingclub

G r a d u a t e  N e w s 

Anna Turney
Paralympian aiming to represent GB in Sochi 2014 in Alpine Skiing.  
World Ranking 7th.

Anna Turney a former Bristol Student is currently ranked 6th in the World and is training hard to be picked for the 
Paralympic team, so she can compete for a medal in Sochi 2014 in Alpine Skiing. Anna has just won two bronze 
World Cup medals in Australia.

Anna studied Sociology with Study Abroad (ERASMUS, Université de Provence) from 1998 to 2000 where she 
got involved in University Sports. Anna was a member of the Hockey 2nd XI in her first year and then found her 
love of Winter Sports via the snowboarding team. One of her fond sporting memories of Uni Sporting life was the 
Hockey Club ‘Hockey was fun and quite eye opening as a relatively innocent 18 year old!’ ‘I loved training with 
UoB Snowboard club and touring up to Scotland to race. My involvement with the club made me realise that I 
could be competitive and I started to dream of competing in the Olympics.’ ‘I also have some great memories of 
ski and snowboard trip, in 1999.’

In 2006 Anna broke her back snowboard racing, pushing herself at what she loved best. Determined not to be 
defeated, Anna decided to become a Paralympic Ski Racer. After just 3 years of training, Anna came 6th in the 
2010 Vancouver Paralympics.

Anna now lives by the words ‘think positive and great things will happen!’

Her drive and ambition helps her to train for 6-8hrs a day 6days a week as well as find the time to seek  
out fundraising and sponsorship to fund her own training and competition costs. It costs her £30,000 every  
year in travel, accommodation and training fees. Anna gets some support through the Talented Athlete 
Scholarship Scheme, which gives her access to some physio, strength and conditioning and medical insurance. 
However funding is her biggest challenge and it is, however, her sponsors and supporters who help to make  
life a little easier and enable her to concentrate her efforts on getting to the Sochi Paralympics in 2014 where  
she is going for gold.

Please don’t hesitate to get in contact with Anna if you would be interested in making a donation to support her 
quest to represent Great Britain or to find out about sponsorship opportunities.

annaturney.com
twitter.com/@skiraceanna
facebook.com/pages/Anna-Turney/181636558560433

Gary Hawkins 
I came to Bristol University in 1987 to do a PhD. Prof. Joe McGeehan had 
been my tutor at Bath University where I’d completed a three year BSc in 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering, graduating in 1985. I’d had about 18 
months in industry before Joe persuaded me to come back as a TA (and 
there was some persuading required as I was already married at the time). 
On joining the Communications Research Center, I decided on a PhD topic 
supervised by Dr. David Edwards. Unlike most of Joe’s folks, I was not based 
in the Comms Lab, I spent most of my time on the ground floor of Queens 
Building sharing rooms with PhD students/TA’s working for the Computer 
Science Department.

At Bristol I played a lot of squash, and some table tennis and badminton. I 
continued to play squash until 2005 and then switched to racquetball (having 
moved to the USA in 1995 squash clubs are few and far between). I played 
this until 2010 when a second knee injury finished off my love of racquet 
sports. I’m now addicted to golf, scuba diving and do a little road cycling. 

If you work in corporate for long enough and you’ve been around start-ups as I had been on a number 
of occasions, you begin to “need” to try your own business. Having graduated with a PhD in Satellite 
Communications in 1990 and then spending almost twenty-one years in the wireless industry, a number of factors 
came together that propelled me with passion over the hump. In July 2011 continued delays on a public utility 
telecommunications project, a stable financial footing that comes with being fifty, an enthusiasm for film-making 
(developed through scuba diving) and a renewed interest in road cycling all led to the conception of Ride Fit™ - a 
series of live-action indoor cycle training videos.

Start-up and venture capital experience came in pretty handy - at least I understood the need for a sound 
business plan and solid market research. However, what I completely under estimated was just how alien the 
world of e-commerce was going to be. Deploying mobile networks and developing wireless infrastructure was  
no preparation for selling fitness training videos to a worldwide audience where millions of advertisers and  
content providers clamor for seconds of your fleeting attention. That being said, I’m thrilled to be taking the  
ride - excuse the pun! There’s nothing more satisfying than building something of your own and affecting other 
people’s lives for the better.

Ride Fit™ (ride-fit.com) is now in its second year of business with a customer base that spans fifty-five 
countries. We’re one of over 600 sports-oriented companies in San Diego - an industry segment that rivals in 
size other significant local business clusters such as life sciences, telecommunications and defense. We can 
only dream currently of being as big as sports giants like TaylorMade, Active Network or SKLZ. But as Bill Walton 
(Executive Chairman of San Diego Sport Innovators, ex. Boston Celtic, three-time recipient of the NCAA Player 
of the Year Award and mad keen cyclist) said in a 2012 press release, “Where will our Ride Fit take us today - 
undoubtedly to the Promised Land. I’m dizzy with the possibilities.”

Welcome to the second edition 
of the Bristol Sporting Club Newsletter. 

The Club aims to provide a lively, active social-networking club 
for current students and Bristol graduates, keeping them informed 
and engaged with sport at Bristol. We aim to bring you the latest news, 
sporting successes and event reports on a regular basis.

In Lap 2 we’ll bring you current news and events, success stories from our University 
sports clubs and we will look to feature Sporting Alumni and what they’re up to now!

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i s t o l  S p o r t i n g  C l u b

Lap 2
D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 3

A n n u a l  R e d s  Aw a rd s
The ‘Bristol Red’ is the major sporting award conferred by the University of Bristol. In May 2013 six athletes 

received the honour. Special guests to the informal dinner and presentation included David Faulkner - 
Olympic Hockey Gold Medallist 1988 and World Silver Medallist 1986 and Lawrence Clarke  

(BA 2011) 4th place Olympic 110m hurdle final 2012.

 Each Red recipient produced exceptional performances in their respective sports at a level of achievement 
and commitment beyond that normally associated with University 1st Team play.

 Joanna Leigh (MSci Georgraphy 2011-2015) - Hockey

 Camilla Paget (MBChB Medicine 2010-2016 ) - Lacrosse

 Jasmine Barkes (BSc 2013) - Lacrosse

 Sebastian Tjornelund (BSc 2010, MSc 2012 ) - Rowing Coxswain

 Benjamin McSweeney (BSc 2010) - Rowing

 James Stephenson (MBChB Medicine 2010-2015) - Rugby

A  N e w  D a w n  f o r  
U n i v e r s i t y  C l o t h i n g

September 2013 - University of Bristol has announced a new three-year partnership 
with Globe Sports, which sees the company become the Official Sportswear Clothing 

Partner to the University Sporting Community. 

The deal will see the local retailer and specialist sportswear clothing company Samurai provide technical 
and leisure clothing to the University. Globe says it has worked hard with the members of the University and 
Student Union to develop a clothing range that ensures together we achieve the aim of creating an instantly 

recognisable brand. As well as aiding agility, performance and comfort for all types of sports. 

“The University as a community requires very specific technical and leisure clothing, and for our students 
what they wear on and off the pitch is vital to helping them perform at their very best day in, day out.”  

Matt Paine, Sport Performance Manager.

A local retailer in Bristol for over 25 years, Globe Sports aims to deliver technically proficient apparel for 
all clubs as well as looking good off the field and its products are being used in over 40 community sports 

clubs around the country.

“Globe and Samurai have a comprehensive understanding of what all sportsmen and women need when 
training and competing, and is constantly looking for innovative ways to better its technical range, as well as 

delivering a range that fits in with the off field fashion market”

“With that in mind we are thrilled to have the opportunity to work with and support the University in the coming years.” 
Rob Allan, Globe Sports, Mike Humble, Samurai.

“It is also the intention of the new partnership to offer a range of branded clothing to our Alumni in due course.”  
Simon Hinks, Director of Sport.

S q u a s h  -  B U C S

Despite arguably being one of the more understated clubs at the university, the squash club  
has gone from strength to strength in recent seasons. Our year-old website uobsquash.co.uk  

has become a central resource for the club, we have hosted two inter-university BUCS Premier League 
weekends and an exhibition event involving former World No. 1 Peter Nicol, have twice competed successfully 

in the Roehampton Club University Cup and now had two players involved with the university’s High 
Performance Squad for elite athletes.

For the casual player, the club’s team players offer weekly coaching for beginners and intermediates, and the 
recent setup of a university-wide ‘intramural’ league system resulted in the club gaining over 120 members for 
the first time two seasons ago. The university does not have its own centralised squash courts, with club and 
casual student players being primarily based in Bristol Grammar School. Notwithstanding, the club expanded 
last season to 6 teams (4 Men’s and 2 Women’s) and now involves over 35 people regularly in team squash, 

playing both local Bristol & District and inter-university leagues.

On the competitive side, the club simultaneously went on to earn Bristol the most BUCS points of any sports 
club in both the 2011/12 and 2012/13 seasons. At the elite end, both our 1st teams compete in the BUCS 

Premier League, which involves the top 8 teams nationally. These teams regularly train 6 times per week, 
including court sessions with our head coach Jethro Binns, early-morning fitness and weekly matches. In the 
past two seasons, this dedication across the club to improve has resulted in our Women’s 1st team finishing 
2nd and 3rd nationally, and our Men’s 1st team finishing 5th and 6th nationally. Notably, both our Men’s and 

Women’s 2nd teams reached their respective cup finals in 2011/12, with the club as a whole finishing 3rd 
nationally that year.

The 2013/14 season brings plenty of change to the squash club, with the Men’s 4th team playing BUCS and 
the Women’s 2nd team playing in the local leagues for the first time. The club is bound for exciting times in the 

coming years: determined to cement its position as both one of the best university squash clubs and a top 
club within Bristol, and now with a certain pressure to hold onto its title of “highest achieving sports club for the 

university” for the third year running…

Nick Bone, Squash Club Captain 2012/13 

F o r t h c o m i n g  e v e n t s

Football Reunion - May 2014

Bristol football graduates from the 1970/80’s are coming back to Bristol again for the 
biannual reunion and we would love to get more of you involved. Please can any past 

captains from the 1990/2000’s get in touch with Jenny Green to discuss.  
Please email jenny.green@bristol.ac.uk

E v e n t s 

Henley

The weather at Henley Royal Regatta this year was the best I can remember.

We had two Men’s V111 oared crews trying to qualify on the Friday before Henley week. The 1st V111  
qualified but the 2nd V111 narrowly missed out. The standard or rowing in Great Britain has increased 
enormously in the past 5 years. It is an honour these days to even qualify for Henley when you have over  
80 crews fighting for 16 places.

Our 2nd V111 was made up of some seniors and 4 very good Novices. It was a good experience for them all 
which we hope will reflect in our strength of rowing this coming season.

Our 1st V111 drew University College Dublin in the first round one of the favoured crews to win the event.  
We got a bit over anxious and we just did not find a good rhythm. Earlier in the week we had done some pieces 
with our Alumni crew Nonesuch BC. After some crew changes we were happy with our speed, but this did not 
come through in the main race.

Kate Parrish joined a mainly UWE Quad and raced in the main draw on the Wednesday but lost to Durham.  
In future years we may have more composite crews should the need and circumstances arise.

In the Women’s Henley two weeks before our Women’s V111 having won the Intermediate V111’s two years 
before raced in the Senior V111’s but lost in the first round.

Nonesuch BC our Men’s Alumni crew had a wonderful Henley. They won on both the Wednesday and Thursday 
only to go out to the favourites on the Friday. Everyone was asking ‘who is Nonesuch?’

Five of the Nonesuch crew learnt to row at Bristol. I was full of admiration and pride for their achievements.  
With the quality that they have it is my considered opinion that with some planning they could win a major  
event at Henley Royal Regatta in the future.

Gordon Trevett, Director of Rowing

Cricket

University of Bristol Cricket Club Reunion at Lord’s.

Current students and Alumni met for a great day out at Lord’s on Thursday 15th August. Five past UBCC 
captains were among those present - Richard Wild, Bruce Thomason, Al Brennan, Luke Smith and Ross 
McAdam, who was club captain this year.

Al Brennan said - “It was a great way to catch up with each other and to hear about the recent successes  
within the University club and the launch of the University of Bristol Sporting Club. I have been back to Bristol a 
few times for the Old Boy’s match and social, which normally takes place in June, but the idea of bringing those 
based in London together in London and particularly at the ‘home of cricket’ will help us network and be of 
benefit to current students seeking help and advice”.

Luke Smith, “Lord’s is such a special place and to be able to network there has already helped open some very 
important doors for me. I hope to open my career in London and be a part of our London based ‘Friends of 
University of Bristol Cricket Group’ through the University of Bristol Sporting Club. 

Simon Hinks, University - Director of Sport, Exercise & Health, Cricket and ex-professional cricketer with 
Kent CCC and Gloucestershire, hosted the box for the event, said “This was our first cricket event in London, 
something we hope to repeat each year, as we roll out the list of annual events programme for the University  
of Bristol Sporting Club”.

Simon Hinks, Director of Sport

Rugby

When an invite for a night in Soho with Mr. Reeves lands in your inbox it’s one to not remove as junk!

As I looked more closely, I realised this wasn’t an exclusive invite for me but a gathering of UBRFC Alumni big 
guns. In political terms this would be akin to the G8; but with far more meaningful topics to discuss and debate.

The evening was held in the private dining rooms of Kettners Restaurant, kindly organised by Harvey Smyth.  
The champagne reception began promptly at 7:30 and as the great and the good began to settle in with a  
glass of fizz or three it did not take long for the gentlemen to relay stories of great days both on and off the  
field in a UBRFC shirt.

The champagne reception was kindly funded by Bob; and as the bubbles and banter were beginning to pick 
up speed, Bob felt it was time to make a formal welcome to all and to insist, (to the surprise of many!) that he 
was not looking for donations but that this was an evening to thank all present for their extremely generous and 
continued support of the club. It was also an evening for myself, Simon Hinks (Director of Sport), Harry Byrne 
(Club Captain) and Humphrey Kayange to meet and put faces to names of the people who have made so many 
significant events and achievements possible for the rugby club.

We were treated to a fantastic meal, great wine and once again the past was discussed... tales of tours, 
triumphs and tackles were regaled. Jibes were poked from all ends of the table at Mr. Bracken for his  
penchant for ice skates and at Mr. Pinder who had only met Bob for lunch but had managed to swindle an  
invite for the main event. 

In between courses Mike Aylwin, journalist at The Observer & The Guardian newspapers, and Alumni of UBRFC 
took the chance to hold an informal Q and A with Humphrey and Simon Hinks. This gave a great opportunity 
for all to obtain an insight into how their efforts and generosity have assisted in the development of rugby at 
the University and how the picture looks going forward. It also allowed those who had contributed financially to 
Humphrey studying and playing at the University, to hear of how their efforts had benefitted him and the rugby 
club so significantly.

As the evening became even more raucous, and a little hazy, the last train back to Bristol beckoned. We said 
our goodbyes and thank-yous and made a mad dash for Paddington leaving the remainder to discuss who was 
really the best number 9 and who had aged the most disgracefully. 

We all took the opportunity to get a little shut eye as the train whisked us back to the West Country but before 
the snoring began the conversation was a very proud one of how strong the UBRFC Alumni connection still 
is. Things have not really changed since ‘the good old days’ there always has been and continues to be a 
tremendously passionate group of people who work behind the scenes to make sure the club continues to be 
held in high esteem by all who play for and against it.

Matt Salter, Head Coach UBRFC

C o n t a c t
T. +44 (0)117 331 1109 
W.  bris.ac.uk/sport/sporting-club
E. sporting-club@bristol.ac.uk

H o w  t o  j o i n
To join the Bristol Sporting Club, please complete the application form online: 
bris.ac.uk/sport/sporting-club. You will receive a welcome pack including a 
Sporting Club badge as acknowledgment and receive the following benefits:

•	 Regular Newsletters

•	 Chance to win sporting event tickets

•	  Opportunity to join the ‘Friends of groups’ to re-engage and network with  
Sporting Club Alumni

•	 Globe Sports 20% discount off of RRP on selected equipment in store

Do you have any memories of squash/water polo or indeed any 
other sport that you would like to feature in Lap 3?

Contact jenny.green@bristol.ac.uk

bris.ac.uk/sport/sporting-club
www.facebook.com/uobsportingclub
www.uobsquash.co.uk
www.annaturney.com
www.twitter.com/@skiraceanna
www.facebook.com/pages/Anna-Turney/181636558560433
www.bris.ac.uk/sport/sporting-club
www.bris.ac.uk/sport/sporting-club
http://www.ride-fit.com

