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The pressure on community urgent care resources is reported by the media to be at a record level, with talk of longer-than-ever waits in Emergency Departments, and extra demands on GPs and Community Nursing Teams to “keep people out of hospital”. Emergency ambulance use is rising 10% per annum, whilst Primary Health Care services are being squeezed to offer longer opening times and greater access to a GP seven days a week. What is really going on here? What (if anything) is fuelling the rise in demand for urgent and emergency care? What measures might work to spread the workload? What initiatives show promise and are worth investing in?

This SSC will encourage the students to look with a critical and academic eye at the real evidence surrounding the ‘hot-topic’ of urgent care. Under the guidance of an Academic Primary Care Clinician, students will choose an area of urgent community care to focus on, perhaps spending a session observing in the urgent care environment, and then developing and honing a research question. With guidance, the student will then explore the published literature in-depth, and ultimately seek to propose an evidence-based mini-report about one aspect of urgent community care.

This SSC will give the student an opportunity to explore a topic that is as political as it is academic, practice at developing a research question, undertaking a focussed literature-search and review, and practice the steps needed to succinctly summarise evidence to help make recommendations. These skills will be of use to students wishing to understand more about the urgent care systems in the UK, those with an interest in Primary Care who want to explore contemporary issues and pressures, and of generic relevance to any academic clinical discipline.

Dr Matthew Booker & Dr Sarah Purdy
How to apply

To apply for this SSC, email Matthew.Booker@bristol.ac.uk
There are only 4 spaces, so early application is advisable.
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