Information for GPs Supervising Year 4 Primary Care Audits 2013-14
Introduction:

Fourth year medical students have a three week block to do project work (so called Student Selected Component or SSC) and many of them want to spend more time in General Practice, doing an audit project. This is particularly valuable for them if they can see this resulting in change in the practice, and improving the quality of care for patients.

The advantages for GPs are:
· You can examine an area of care that you are interested in, but do not usually find the time
· You share your ideas with the student, and supervise them and they do the work

· You can use the audit for your GP appraisal, and revalidation
· The practice gets paid.
When and how long?

The students come for a three week block, from Monday 7 to Friday 25 July 2014.
How are placements arranged?

1. Arrangement through Academic Unit of Primary Care

The Unit acts as a clearing house, matching students with General Practices in Bristol and surrounding areas within easy access.

2. Own Arrangement 

You are also free to make your own arrangements with a student, often one you know from COMP2 placements. This is usually easier if the practice is in Bristol or nearby, unless they have a car and are prepared to travel further. Students can only get travel reimbursement for one return journey. Please advise Stephanie Burke at phc-teaching@bristol.ac.uk, if you make such an arrangement, and ask the student to email Stephanie a copy of their registration form.
How do I choose a topic?

You are welcome to choose a topic in an area of interest. There are often relevant audit templates available from websites etc, but try to ensure that the student has to do some original thought with your guidance regarding defining audit standards, and exploring the literature. They are nearly qualified doctors.
The following are examples of previous audit topics offered by GPs. Feel free to use any of them. Alternatively the student can suggest an area that they wish to explore.

· Heart failure & use of Beta blockers

· Men on hormonal treatment for prostate cancer and osteoporosis prophylaxis. 

· Care of patients with learning difficulty. 

· Diabetes: correlation between BMI & medication.

· Diabetes: audit of optimal drug management. 

· Chronic kidney disease monitoring. 

· Heart failure care. 

· COPD/Asthma care. 

· Osteoporosis

· Compare nurse practitioner prescribing of antibiotics with doctors prescribing

· Continuity of care

· Management of Gout 

· Reducing hospital admissions from a local nursing home

· Vit D supplementation rates in adults or kids

· Monitoring of anticoagulation therapy

· Use of clopidogrel in post MI patients

What do I/the practice need to do?

Before they start:

· Meet the student a few weeks before they start to discuss their project. They will then produce a list of aims and objectives, and registration form for you to countersign. Discuss confidentiality issues.

· Arrange with Practice Manager and/or Practice Audit Administrator where student will have access to computer and medical records.
During the three week placement:
· Meet them on their 1st or 2nd day, and be available to discuss and answer queries thereafter. The students usually get more practical supervision from admin staff in the practice responsible for audit.
· The students usually spend their last week writing up the project.
After the placement:
· Mark the project by the end of September. You will be sent the project and a marking schedule from the Medical School.
· Arrange for the student to present the audit at a practice meeting, at the end of their attachment, or at the beginning of September when they are back from holiday. This is very useful experience and the subsequent debate will give them insight as to how their findings and proposals for change will be implemented.

Payment

There is a two session SIFT payment, currently £430.96. This is payable to the practice, rather than the individual GP. Salaried GPs may need to claim reimbursement from their practice, and there may need to be a discussion re the proportions for GP time vs. admin staff.

Payment is through the University Unit of Primary Care. It can be done more promptly if we know you are signed up, so please let phc-teaching@bristol.ac.uk know if you make your own arrangement with a student.
Further information

Primary Care SSC website: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/primaryhealthcare/teachingundergraduate/ssc/ 
Contact:
Academic: David Memel
david.memel@bristol.ac.uk


Admin: Stephanie Burke
phc-teaching@bristol.ac.uk
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